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TRAVEL THROUGH BRITISH COLUMBIA’S RICH HISTORY

We may not be that old compared to other parts of the planet but British Columbia still has a rich

colourful history. Heritage sites, museums, backyard attractions and ghost towns are tucked away

all over our province waiting to be discovered.

Some of the places are open year-round while many of the places are only open in the summer

season. Make this a summer to remember by visiting as many of these sights as you can as you

step back in time with Teresa the “Time” Traveler.





Explore the Southern Interior

Of British Columbia
According to Wikipedia, “The Southern Interior roughly falls south of the Thompson River and

Shuswap Country (corresponding mostly to the post-Oregon Treaty remainder of the old, original, Hudson's

Bay Company Columbia District). When used directly, it generally means the Okanagan and adjoining areas,

particularly the Similkameen, southern Monashees and Boundary Country.”

The region is home to abandoned railway lines, the old gold rush trail, gold and copper mines, old

homesteads and ranches, wildlife including bears, caribou, dear, coyotes and moose, lots of lakes, creeks,

rivers and waterfalls and there is no shortage of mountain ranges. People from all over the world come here to

hike, mountain bike, downhill and cross country ski, snowshoe, water-ski, kayak, golf, dog-sled, white-water

raft and sight-see. It is one huge outdoor, year-round playground.

If you want to discover the secret historical gems hidden in this

magnificent region of Canada keep reading.



Special thanks to all my friends and family

who went exploring with me and made this

book possible!

Please note: Some of the sites in this book may have closed since

I have visited them. It is a good idea to call or do some online

research before visiting to make sure they are still open.

If you choose to visit without checking up and discover they are

closed, be happy that you got yourself off the couch and go find

other cool things to explore in that area and if you find something

that isn’t in this book let me know.
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 Kyle and Evan Flux ride some of the antique equipment on display at the Deep Creek Tool Museum.
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Driving down a country road in Tappen is the
last place one would expect to encounter an enormous
lawn mower. Anyone coming across it can’t help but to
pull into the driveway and take a closer look check it out
along with all of the antique equipment that decorate
Herb front yard at the Deep Creek Tool Museum.

When Herb Higginbottom’s first wife got sick
he needed to stay home and look after her. He had been
collecting old tools for 50 years and was inspired to
transform his house into a museum. His extensive
collection of tools, engines, household items and
equipment date back to the early 1900’s and he even has
some of the original magazine ads to prove it.

The collection is spread out across his front
yard, back yard and garage and his collection of
household items fills two rooms in his house. But with
very little money to advertise, Herb took the advice of
his second wife who told him that if he wanted to draw a
crowd, he needed to build something big…but what?
And then it came to him, he would build the world’s
largest manual lawnmower. It took Herb a year and a
half to custom build the over 4000 pound work of art.
He even had to build his own set of rollers to roll the
steel. But that wasn’t the first time Herb customized his
own equipment.

On the tour, be sure to ask Herb to show you
his homemade woodcutting machine as well as his
homemade bulldozer because what differentiates this
museum from any other is Herb himself. His
enthusiasm for antique tools and equipment is
contagious.

HOW TO GET THERE – The museum is located at
91 Deep Creek Road in Enderby. Call 250-832-2506
for hours or more information. It is open year round
offering tours, restorations, and sales.

HANG OUT WITH A
HISTORICAL HANDYMAN

 Herb Higginbottom demonstrates how to use different old
tools
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If you want to learn about B.C.’s rich gold
rush history you may want to visit the Historic Hat
Creek Ranch - an 1860’s roadhouse that catered to
miners, pack-train operators, stagecoaches and wagon
trains until 1916 when the automobile was first
introduced to the Cariboo. Founder Donald McLean
was inspired to build the ranch by the Cariboo Gold
Rush - the most famous of the gold rushes in British
Columbia.

Although the first gold discovery was made in
1859 at Horsefly Creek, followed by more strikes at
Keithley Creek and Antler Horns Lake in 1860, the
actual rush did not begin until 1861, when these
discoveries were widely publicized. By 1862, following
the strikes at Williams Creek, the rush was in full swing.
Several towns sprung up, the most famous being
Barkerville, now preserved as a heritage site and tourist
attraction. Other important towns of the Cariboo gold
rush era were Keithley Creek, Quesnel Forks or simply
"the Forks", Antler, Richfield, Quesnellemouthe (which
would later be shortened to Quesnel), Horsefly and,
around the site of the Hudson's Bay Company's fort of
the same name, Alexandria

It was the creation of the Cariboo Road (also
called the Cariboo Wagon Road, the Great North Road
or the Queen's Highway) that gave birth to such
roadhouses as the Hat Creek Ranch. The project,
initiated in 1860 by the colonial Governor of British
Columbia, James Douglas, was a feat of engineering
stretching from Fort Yale to Barkerville through the
extremely hazardous canyon territory in the Interior of
B.C. It replaced the dangerous "mule trail" – a rough-
hewn cliff-side trail wide enough only for one mule. The
colonial government employed locals as well as a
detachment of the Royal Engineers ("sappers") who
undertook amazing engineering feats including

construction of toll bridges including the (original)
Alexandra Suspension Bridge of 1863. Building the
road cost nearly one and a quarter million dollars, and
left a standing debt of £112,780 after its completion

Scottish fur trader and explorer Donald
McLean (1805-1864) founded the ranch in order to cash
in on the traffic from the gold rush trail.

He married Sophia Grant (whose father was
HBC employee Peter Grant from the Kamloops and
mother was from the Chaudieres/ Flathead nation in
what is now the Spokane area tribe) and together they
produced seven children Donald already had five other
children from two previous marriages.

RIDE A STAGECOACH AT THE
HISTORIC HAT CREEK RANCH

 Jan Koutnik and Teresa the Traveler go for a stage
coach ride at Hat Creek Ranch.
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The chief trader of the Hudson
Bay Company assigned to the
Thompson’s River Post (now Kamloops)
was in charge of keeping law and order in
the area around Fort Alexandria since
there was no police force at the time.

In 1849, McLean led a 16-man posse on a
hunt to pursue a Chilcotin brave named Tlel who killed
a Hudson Bay employee. McLean and his posse burst
through the door of Tlel’s cabin and killed a man
claiming to be Tlel’s uncle who was helping Tlel elude
capture, and was also believed to be involved in the
murder.

During the Chilcotin War of 1864, he was
asked to be second in command of an expedition
charged with hunting Chilcotin leader Klattasine but
was killed during while scouting for the expedition.
Upon his death it was discovered that McLean wore a
breast plate beneath his shirt which explained how he
managed to live as long as he did with so many enemies.

Despite the fact Donald McLead was on the
side of the law, three of McLean’s sons chose to live
outside the law forming the Wild McLean Gang and
unleashing a campaign of terror on the area.

 The Hat Creek Ranch is a roadhouse turned museum displaying original artifacts such as the old woodstove used to
prepare food for guests as well as the poker table used to win and lose fortunes.
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 The Wild McLean Gang from left to right: Charlie McLean, Allan McLean, Archie McLean, Alexander Hare.

The Wild McLeans
The McLean gang consisted of three of Donald McLean’s sons. The eldest was Allen at 25, followed by Charles,

17 and Archie, 15. They were joined by 17-year-old Alex Hare, the Métis son of a local rancher. Charlie bit off the nose
of a native boy during an argument and the gang beat a Chinese man near Savona nearly to death. They made habitual
demands of local ranchers for food and their escalating thefts were becoming more of a real danger to the point where
doors were being locked from Kamloops all down the Nicola Valley.

The beginning of the end for the gang occurred in early December1879, when local rancher William Palmer
was out on the Nicola Wagon Road looking for his missing horse and across all four of boys.He retreated and reported the
crime to Constable Ussher, the B.C. policeman assigned to the Kamloops district. Ussher led a small posse to the McLean
camp where the ensuing showdown left Ussher dead – stabbed by Alex Hare then shot in the head by Archie McLean.

The death of the popular frontier lawman inspired a larger and better armed posse to form. Intent on bringing
the McLeans to justice, they tracked down the boys (with a lead they received from a guy from the Douglas Lake band) at
a cabin on Douglas Lake where they were attending to Allen’s wounds and formulating a new plan. Surrounded by local
ranchers, cowboys and the posse, the gang returned their calls to surrender with bursts of gunfire. After a few
unsuccessful attempts by the posse to end the standoff, Allen McLean admitted defeat for himself and the gang. The gang
was given a preliminary hearing in Kamloops before making the long cold journey to New Westminster Provincial Jail
where they were admitted on Christmas day of 1879. Found guilty at their second trial, (the first was overturned on a
technicality), the boys were simultaneously hanged to die on January 31, 1881 on a custom-made four-man gallows.
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Begin your visit in the old guest house turned
museum where a guide in period costume will give you
a guided tour and educate you on the history of the
ranch. The guest rooms are set up with furniture and
items from the late 1800’s to early 1900’s making you
feel as though you stepped back in time. The
guesthouse includes a bar with a piano where the men
(women were not allowed) liked to gamble and drink
and a kitchen where Chinese cooks were hired to cook
western food. In fact, one of the Chinese cooks was
accused of murdering a young girl. Knowing he would
be found guilty whether he did it or not, he hung
himself. His ghost and the ghost of the little girl are said
to still haunt the place.

Next be sure to visit the log cabin where
Donald McLean lived with his family. Pictures of them
adorn the walls.

After that, tour the grounds on a stagecoach.
Whether you ride inside or up on the roof, it is an
experience that you will not soon forget. The driver,
who has worked at the ranch for most of his life, likes to
demonstrate how fast the coach can move.

If you are hungry be sure to stop into the
entrance building for a bite to eat and an ice cream then
head upstairs to check out the gift shop.

Then end your visit at the Native
Interpretation Center manned with native guides from
the Bonaparte Indian Band dressed in traditional
clothing. The Bonaparte Indian Band or St'uxwtéws or
Stucwtewsemc’s (try to pronounce that), is located west
of Cache Creek on about 1878 hectares of land. With
nearly 800 members, they are a member band of the
Shuswap National Tribal Council of the Secwepmec
(Shuswap) people.

Tours start in the Pithouse or Kekuli. Built
half above ground and half below, this lodge was used
to accommodate 25-30 family members from
grandparents to grandchildren from late fall until spring.
The site also includes a Sweat Lodge. Used by many
natives as a place for naturally cleansing the body and
spirit, the lodge is constructed of red and yellow willow

branches shaped to form a dome, and then covered with
fur boughs or deer hides. Volcanic rocks were gathered
from the surrounding area and heated to extreme
temperatures.

Amongst the other displays are an assortment
of teepees, food drying racks and a tanning post. Unlike
the white man, who would tan the hides of their
misbehaving children, the Natives tanned animal hides
for use as clothing and shelter.

Tanning is the process of making leather from
the skins of animals so they do not easily decompose. It
involves a process which permanently alters the protein
structure of skin.

Tanning can be performed with either
vegetable or mineral methods. Before tanning, the skins
are un-haired, degreased, desalted and soaked in water
over a period of 6 hours to 2 days.

HOW TO GET THERE – The Historic Hat Creek
Ranch is at the junction of Highway 97 and 99, 11 km
north of Cache Creek BC. For more information visit
their website at www.hatcreekranch.com of call1-800-
782-0922

 An assortment of teepees are on display at the Native
Interpretation Center
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Many Kamloopsians are surprised to learn we
have a Chinese Cemetery but in 1887, a Kamloops
Sentinel newspaper reporter stumbled upon a Chinese
grave site dating back to the 1860’s. Today, the Chinese
Cemetery is valued as one of Canada’s largest and
oldest intact Chinese cemeteries and as a symbol of the
transition of the Kamloops Chinese community from
temporary to permanent in the 1920s. It contains marked
and unmarked graves of the Chinese who lived and
worked in Kamloops, as well as monuments associated
with traditional death ritual practices.

Many of the Chinese buried there came to
Kamloops to work on the Canadian Pacific Railway
which was built through Kamloops in the 1880s. Over
17,000 Chinese workers were brought in to build the
Yale-Kamloops line. At the conclusion of the project,
many Chinese settled temporarily in Kamloops,
increasing the Chinese population to over 400 residents
by 1890. Chinese residents were given a small section
west of First Avenue for their Chinatown.

The majority of early Chinese immigrants in
Kamloops were there temporarily, intending to return
home to their families after five to ten years. First
mentioned in the Inland Sentinel in 1887, the Kamloops
Chinese Cemetery was set up by the Chinese as a
temporary burial place. As the Chinese were banned
from burying their deceased in the Pioneer Cemetery,
the Hudson’s Bay Company allowed them to select a
burial site on land south of town. The site is demarcated
by a wooden picket fence, and a stone altar and burner
were placed at the north end of the cemetery. Graves
remained unmarked until after the Chinese Exclusion
Act of 1923, when Chinese began to settle permanently
in Kamloops. This change is clearly indicated by the
introduction of permanent, marked tombstones, first
installed in 1927. Most marked graves date from the
1930s to the 1960s. The Chinese Cemetery was closed
in 1979, and the site now contains approximately 125
burial plots, over 50 of which were disinterred. In recent
years, members of the Chinese community have been
actively involved in restoring and rehabilitating the
Chinese Cemetery as a place of community
commemoration and worship, through a partnership
between the City of Kamloops and the Kamloops
Chinese Cemetery Heritage Society.

A sign at the site tells the story of Mr. Lau, a
laundry owner in Kamloops for many years who was
buried in the cemetery. After his death his wife and
family moved to the United States, where Mrs. Lau
eventually died. Mr. Lau’s grandson wanted to move
his grandfather’s remains to Sacramento, California to
be reburied beside his wife. Before coming to
Kamloops, the grandson had a dream. His grandfather
came to him in this dream and told him that he did not
wish to be moved. He liked it where he was. When Mr.
Lau’s grandson arrived in Kamloops he recognized the

VISIT A LITTLE KNOWN
CHINESE CEMETERY

 This picture shows an elaborate Chinese funeral which
took place in Kamloops in the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.



5

cemetery as the one he had seen in his dream. He said
he could now understand why his grandfather felt at
peace in these surroundings, because the view of the
river and mountains was so beautiful. Mr. Lau
continues to lie at rest in the cemetery.

HOW TO GET THERE – The Chinese Cemetery is
located at 850 Lombard Street in the West End of
Kamloops off Centre Avenue.

 A traditional burner was and red entrance gate was
later added to the site which consisted of mostly wooden

grave markers.

Ching Ming Festival
Also known as the Grave-sweeping or

Remembrance Day, the Ching Ming Festival is an
annual ritual where Chinese families pay their respect
by visiting the graves of their ancestors and clearing
away weeds, touching up gravestones and making
offerings to ensure their ancestors are comforted and
well cared for even after they have departed from this
earth.

According to Buddhism and Taoism, the soul
of a deceased person would one day reincarnate. Until
such time, the soul would remain wondering in the place
where he or she died. These souls needed to be
comforted because they were left in a foreign land with
no one to remember them. The Kamloops Chinese
community has performed the Ching Ming rituals since
the Chinese Cemetery has been in existence. Generous
donations from different Chinese members have enabled
the Kamloops Chinese Cemetery Heritage Society to
carry out the cleaning and conduct the prescribed
ceremonies each spring.

Paper money is burned for the deceased to use
in the afterlife and food is laid out in front of the
headstone on the altar. This includes roast pork, sweet
pastries, steamed chicken, oranges and Chinese wine.
Three sets of chopsticks and three Chinese wine cups
are filled with rose wine. Each attendant bows three
times with the wine cup in hand, in front of the grave
and then pours the wine on the ground. This procedure
is repeated three times. After the ceremony the food is
consumed thus having a picnic with the ancestors.
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We’ve all driven past it on our way to Calgary
and thought, “that looks like an interesting place to
stop” but how many of us have actually put on the
brakes and pulled over to discover the historical
wonders of 3 Valley Gap?

Located on the Trans Canada Highway just
19km west of Revelstoke, Three Valley Lake Chateau
Ltd. and Three Valley Gap Heritage Ghost Town are in
nestled in the spectacular Eagle Pass on the sparkling
waters of the Lake of Three Valleys surrounded by the
mighty Monashee Mountains.

In 1956, Gordon and Ethel Bell purchased this
property, which at the time was swampland, in order to
capitalize on the construction of a portion of the Trans-
Canada highway (1956-1962) which cut through
Roger’s Pass – a shortcut across the “Big Bend” of the
Columbia River from Revelstoke to Donald which was
discovered on May 29, 1881, by Major Albert Bowman
Rogers, a surveyor working for the Canadian Pacific
Railway.

It was their dream to create a motel and
museum to cater to motorists along the new highway.
What started as a 7-seat restaurant and 7-unit hotel and
tiny museum has now grown into a destination resort
with over 200 rooms, a cafeteria, heated indoor pool and
whirlpool, meeting and banquet facilities and a ghost
town that houses the Bell’s large collection of antiques.
The resort is a family affair still being managed by the
descendents of Gordon and Ethel.

The town consists of over 25 historic
buildings, some original buildings moved from their
locations and brought to the town and other replicas of
actual historic buildings constructed onsite. Some of the
buildings include: Wagon & Buggy Shop, Monashee
Mining Co., Antique Auto Museum, Railway
Roundhouse, St. Stephen's Church, Hotel Bellevue,
Golden Wheel Saloon, Craigellachie School House,
Watchmaker & Jewellery Store, Blacksmith Shop,
Bottle House, Trapper Joe's Cabin, C.B. Hume & Co.,
Barbershop General Merchants, Colarch's Tobacco
Shop, Jail & Sheriff's Office, Frank's Furniture Repair
Shop and a Shoe Repair Shop.

The crowning glory of Three Valley Gap is no
doubt the Railway Roundhouse. This newly constructed
more recent addition to the ghost town has the
distinction of being the largest fully operational covered
roundhouse in North America today. With 24 bays, a
Back Shop, Pattern Shop, and a Railway Coach Repair
& Carpentry Shop, visitors stepping into this building
are transported back in time to the glorious era of steam
locomotion.

Steam locomotives were first developed in
Great Britain during the early 19th century and
dominated railway transport until the middle of the 20th
century when they were superseded by electric and
diesel locomotives. Steam locomotives could only

DISCOVER THE ERA OF STEAM
ENGINES AT 3 VALLEY GAP

 3 Valley Gap has a fantastic collection of antique
vehicles in their ghost town.
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travel in one direction so they needed a way to turn them
around. To do that they built circular roundtables and
enclosed them in a building called a roundhouse. The
roundhouses were also where the day-to-day
maintenance of steam locomotives would take place.
This included regular greasing and oiling, cleaning of
the alkali from the boiler tubes, and cleaning the flues.\

By the end of the era of steam in
the 1950’s there were over 10,000
roundhouses in North America but today
fewer than 100 remain.

HOW TO GET THERE – Three Valley Lake Chateau
Ltd. & 3 Valley Gap Heritage Ghost Town is
conveniently located on the Trans Canada Highway #1,
19km west of Revelstoke, B.C. For more information
visit their website at www.3valley.com or call their toll
free line at 1-888-667-2109.

 The Roundhouse at 3 Valley Gap is the largest functioning roundhouse in North America.

 The 0-4-0 locomotive on display at 3 Valley Gap is one of
their prized acquisitions. This single reduction coal-fired
standard gauge steam engine was purchased is 1993 from the
Rail City Museum in New York. It is a close mechanical
relative of Andrew Onderdonk’s No. 2 locomotive “Curly”
which was used on C.P.R construction in the 1880’s.
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On November 7, 1885 at 9:22 am the
ceremonial final spike was the driven into the Canadian
Pacific Railway at Craigellachie by CPR railroad
financier Donald Smith marking that end of a saga of
natural disasters, financial crises, and even rebellion that
plagued Canada's first transcontinental railroad right
from its beginning.

Not only did the Last Spike signal the
completion of the CPR, it remains a symbol of national
unity in Canada. The 1871 promise of a
transcontinental railway joining the BC to Central
Canada had been a major factor in British Columbia's
decision to join the Canadian Confederation. Due to
government mismanagement, the project was not
completed by the original deadline of 1881 resulting in
threats of secession by some BC politicians. But the
saga had a happy ending when the work was assigned to
the newly incorporated CPR company, which was
allowed an additional ten years to complete the line, and
did it in only five.

On May 14th, 1880 work began on the Pacific
Coast directed by Andrew Onderdonk who was
responsible for the stretch between Port Moody on the
coast and Eagle Pass in the Monashee Mountains.

His primarily Chinese workforce ran out of
rails at Eagle Pass in October of 1885, one month before
the arrival of the crews from the East under the
supervision of James Ross.

According to the Canadian Library and
Archives in the crowd of workers and dignitaries
waiting to commemorate the occasion was 17-year-old
Edward Mallandaine. Fifty years later, he remembered
this special day: "Soon there remained but a
single rail to be laid. ... The spectators, numbering
probably fifty outside of the workmen, intently watched
each spike as it was driven.

Finally, there remained but one more spike to
be driven. It was partly driven in and a hammer was
given to Sir Donald Smith to drive it home... in a most
workmanlike manner....”

However Smith was not an accomplished
tracklayer and his first attempt to drive the spike was
unsuccessful. His blow bent the spike and it had to be
replaced. His second attempt was accurate and marked
the completion of the CP railway line.

The original spike was never preserved but the
bent spike was retained by Donald Smith’s family and
was presented to Canada’s National Museum of
Technology by Smith’s great grandson, Lord Strathcona
in the centennial ceremony at Craigellachie on
November 7th 1985.

After visiting the site of the Last Spike, make
your way to the Revelstoke Railway Museum – one of
the major tourist attractions for the region. The museum
presents the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway in
the Columbia Mountains, as well as the role the railway
and its workers, have played in building Canada as a
nation. A large collection of artifacts, historical
photographs, artwork, and full-sized rolling stock are
displayed, including a steam locomotive and diesel
5500.

The museum is a non-profit,
charitable organization that
benefits greatly from donations
and contributions from many
organizations, government
agencies, and individuals.

STOP AT THE LAST SPIKE THEN
VISIT THE RAILWAY MUSEUM
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HOW TO GET THERE - The site of the Last Spike is
now a popular rest stop on the Trans- Canada Highway,
45km west of Revelstoke, right beside the main CPR
line. The site includes a seasonal interpretive centre and
gift shop, as well as a picnic area and monument. The
Railway Museum in located at 710 Track St W.

Turn into Revelstoke off the Trans-Canada Highway at
the entrance marked with two large black bears and
follow Victoria Road until you see the museum then
take a left at Long Avenue and a right at Track Street
West. For more information visit
www.railwaymuseum.com or call 1-877-837-6060

 The Revelstoke Railway Museum is a major tourist attraction for the region; the Revelstoke Railway Museum is operated by The
Revelstoke Heritage Railway Society, a local, non-profit organization. The museum presents the history of the Canadian Pacific Railway
in the Columbia Mountains, as well as the role the railway and its workers, have played in building Canada as a nation.
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The SS Sicamous is a large five decked
sternwheeler that was built by the Canadian Pacific
Railway (CPR) for Okanagan Lake service between the
fruit communities of Penticton, Kelowna and Vernon.
Launched in 1914, the Sicamous served the area until
her retirment in 1937.

Passengers boarded the ship on the cargo deck
before heading up one of the two exterior staircases
leading to the saloon deck which housed an exquisite
dining hall featuring an impressive mezzanine balcony
and clerestory windows. Located at the bow was the
Gentlemen’s Saloon with bar, while the stern housed the
Ladies Saloon complete with a beautiful bridal suite.

Above the saloon deck was the observation
deck or gallery deck where passengers could admire the
beautiful view of Okanagan Lake. As was proper during
this time period, the men and women also had their own
separate observation areas with women at the bow, and
men at the stern.

For over a decade after its last run, the SS
Sicamous floated quietly at Okanagan Landing until it
became clear that the CPR would never run the ship
again. In 1947 a few buyers showed interest in the
vessel but the CPR wanted the Sicamous to be preserved
as a historical vessel and refused to sell her. That is
until the Penticton Gyro Club decided to take it on.

ALL ABOARD THE HISTORIC
S.S. SICAMOUS

 Launched in 1914 and retired in 1937, the S.S. Sicamous is not w museum and special events venue
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On August 27th 1951, the City of Penticton
agreed to purchase the Sicamous for $1.00 and, the
steamer was towed back to her new home in Penticton.
Hundreds of people turned up to witness the Sicamous
as she was eased into a trench, and back filled with sand
to keep the vessel in place.

Restoration of the vessel proved challenging.
Pipes needed to be replaced and a new staircase fitted.
Simply providing light, running water and basic
amenities cost a staggering $18,000 in 1952 alone.
Opening day was May 24th 1952, with a celebratory
party the night before. In the years following the
Sicamous hosted many meetings, gatherings and special
events, but caring for the ship proved a bigger job than
anyone had anticipated.

For a first few years the ship was home to the
Penticton Museum, until a new museum building was
completed in 1965. The ship was then used by a host of
other businesses, including several restaurants, and even
a wax work museum.

By the 1980’s the vessel began to fall into a
state of disrepair and it was clear that something needed
to be done. Years of scarce and haphazard repairs were
showing their effect, and major structural work was
needed if the Sicamous was going to survive.

In May 1988 the S.S. Sicamous Marine
Heritage Society was founded to begin restoring the SS
Sicamous to its former glory. Layers of paint, rust and
neglect were scraped away, rotten wood replaced and
the ship’s wheel re-hung. With its beauty restored, the
vessel is now a museum and a popular venue for
weddings and special events.

Since its formation, the society which is
operated by volunteers and funded by charitable
donations, have taken several other heritage lake vessels
into their care such as the S.S. Okanagan and the S.S.
Naramata which are now parked beside the
S.S.Sicamous.

The SS Sicamous Marine Heritage Society is
operated by volunteers, and relies upon the support of
the City of Penticton and numerous charitable
foundations. Members have worked tirelessly since that
first day in 1988, to restore the SS Sicamous and make
the ship enjoyable and informative for all who visit.
Over the years the scope of the society has increased,
but their aim remains the same.

Fun Facts:
 S.S. Sicamous was a steam-driven

sternwheeler, consuming an average of
fifteen to seventeen tons of coal each day

 S.S. Sicamous remains the largest and
only remaining steam-powered, steel-
hulled sternwheeler in Canada.

 The first captain to pilot the ship was
Captain George Estabrooks

HOW TO GET THERE – The S.S. Sicamous is
located at 1099 Lakeshore Drive, Penticton. For more
information call 250-492-0403or visit their website at
sssicamous.ca

 The S.S. Naramada is the only remaining tugboat in the
Interior of British Columbia.
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If you want to trace the footsteps of the first
white settlers in our area, you need to start your journey
at Father Pandosy’s Mission in Kelowna. It was here
that Father Pandosy, an Oblate priest, established the
first permanent European non-native settlement in the
interior of the Crown Colony of British Columbia now
known as British Columbia. Born in 1824 near
Marseilles France, Father Pandosy, along with other
missionaries, sailed from France arriving in Washington
territory in 1847. Ordained as a Catholic priest in 1848,
Pandosy administered the needs of the Catholic
congregation throughout the Province of British
Columbia for 32 years until he passed away on February
6th 1891 in Penticton in the arms of First Nation Chief
Francois.

In the autumn of 1859, Father Charles
Pandosy and Father Pierre Richard were sent to open a
Mission in the Okanagan Valley. The two chose this
site and over the next 30 years turned the Mission into
an important religious, social and cultural center.

The two Fathers, along with Brother Surel
began an ambitious agricultural enterprise that at its
peak covered 2,000 acres of land where they raised 500
head of cattle, 35 horses, and planted numerous fruit and
vegetable gardens.

In fact, it was here that the Okanagan’s first
apple orchard was planted using a seedling from St.
Mary’s Mission in Mission, BC.

The Mission was decommissioned in 1896
and the land was subdivided into smaller farm lots.

DISCOVER WHERE OKANAGAN’S
FIRST APPLE WAS PLANTED

 The rooms in the houses are decorated in period antique furniture and artifacts.
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Four original buildings remained and thanks
to the help of the Okanagan Historical Society and the
Knights of Columbus, the site was turned into a museum
and a number of other significant heritage buildings
have been moved to the site.

Visitors to the heritage site can get a glimpse
into the life of our early settlers. The buildings and
rooms have all been restored and furnished with items of
that time period including bedrooms, a classroom, a
blacksmith shop, a living room and a chapel. The site
also has a collection of early farm machinery, household
equipment such as old washing machines, as well as a
collection of horse drawn conveyances.

FAST FACT- in 1983 two Simon Fraser University
students discovered Father Pandosy's grave in a
vegetable patch off Gordon Drive with his robes and
wooden cross still intact inside the coffin.

HOW TO GET THERE – As you enter Kelowna from
Vernon on Harvey Street (Highway 97), turn right on
Dillworth, left on Benvoulin Road and you will find the
Mission at 3685 Benvoulin Rd. For more information,
visit their website at
www.okanaganhistoricalsociety.org/pandosy_mission or
call (250) 860-8369. Admission is by donation and the
site is open from March 1st to October 31st.

 Teresa the Traveler visits the Father Pandosy Mission.



14

Every kid and kid at heart loves to ride a train
but not everyone gets to ride an authentic steam
powered train along the only preserved section of the
historic Kettle Valley Railway. If you want to give your
kids a summer to remember, take them out to
Summerland for a ride into Okanagan’s rich history.

Hop aboard a restored 1912 Steam
Locomotive the “3716” and take a 90 minute round-trip
journey in a vintage passenger coach or open air car
through lush vinyards and over the Trout Creek Bridge.

In the 1890’s the CPR had extended their lines
to the South Okanagan from Sicamous through to
Okanagan Lake. From that point CPR sternwheeler
ships traveled south to Penticton carrying people and
freight making frequent stops along the way.

It was a long trip to the coast or points east for
people living in the South Okanagan creating a
for a “Coast-to-Kootenay” connection

Built during 1910
to Coast Connection
new line in the southern interior of British Columbia
powered the Okanagan’s
world markets, transported families on vacations
created employment.
prevent our Amer
provinces mineral wealth, closed its passenger line in
1964 as highways as airlines took over. The challenges
of Mother Nature such as major snow in the Coquihalla
also took their toll and in 1989, the last freight tra
the rails.

HOP ABOARD THE KETTL
VALLEY STEAM RAILWAY

 The Kettle Valley Railway train crosses the Trout Creek Bridge

was a long trip to the coast or points east for
e living in the South Okanagan creating a demand

Kootenay” connection.
during 1910-1915, the KVR “Kootenay

to Coast Connection” - the Canadian Pacific Railway’s
new line in the southern interior of British Columbia,

the Okanagan’s pioneer fruit industry into
world markets, transported families on vacations, and
created employment. The railway, which was built to
prevent our American neighbours from exploiting our
provinces mineral wealth, closed its passenger line in
1964 as highways as airlines took over. The challenges
of Mother Nature such as major snow in the Coquihalla

took their toll and in 1989, the last freight train rode

HOP ABOARD THE KETTLE
VALLEY STEAM RAILWAY

train crosses the Trout Creek Bridge.
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DID YOU KNOW? One
of the many KVR engineering
achievements designed by Andrew
McCulloch was the Trout Creek
Trestle Bridge in Summerland, which
stretched 619 feet across and 238 feet
above the Canyon floor. It was and is
known as the “infinitesimal” bridge –
“incalculable, inestimable, great and
fathomless”. It was the highest
structure of its kind on the KVR and
the third largest of its kind in North
America at the time it was built. The
Trout Creek Bridge was upgraded in
1927 & 1928 by filling in the Trestle
approaches and replacing trestle work
with steel girders.

For a really unique experience book yourself
onto the Great Train Robbery Ride and Barbeque.
Experience the “Old West” with the notorious Garnett
Valley Gang as they rob passengers for local charities.
This event sells out fast so be sure to check their website
for dates and times and book your tickets early.

HOW TO GET THERE – KVR is located 6 km from
the Hwy. 97 exits (approximately a 10 minute drive at
18404 Bathville Road, Summerland. For more
information visit their website at
www.kettlevalleyrail.org . Make your reservation by
calling toll free 1-877-494-8424

 Top: The train steams through a road crossing. Bottom:
Entertainment is included at the bridge stop.
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Did you know that some of the best wines in
the world are grown right here in British Columbia? I
had no idea until my friend Pam brought me for a wine
tasting at the Summerhill Pyramid Winery – the most
visited winery in British Columbia and the first winery
to be certified an Organic Winery by the Pacific
Agricultural Certification Society of Vernon. Why do
they call it Pyramid Winery? Because they age the
wines in a four story replica of the Great Pyramid built
with marble imported from Egypt. In fact, its alignment
and precision is second only to the Great Pyramid which
was built to absolute sacred geometry with both pi and
phi aligned to absolute True North and contains no
ferrous metals that would have it re-orient to magnetic
north.

The story of Summerhill began in 1986 when
New York developer Stephen Cipes first visited the
Okanagan and found the perfect conditions to produce
the intensely flavored small grapes needed to make the
best sparkling wines.

So does pyramid power really work?
Amazingly enough yes it does. The winery had been
conducting blind taste tests with their visitor having
them compare wine aged in a traditional cellar versus
the same type of wine aged in the pyramid. An
astounding 90% of people preferred the pyramid aged
wine. Further proof that sacred geometry combined
with organically grown grapes produces the world’s best
wines is the number of international gold medals won by
the winery; not only were they named the best winery in
Canada; they even won the gold medal in Champagne
France against French Champagne. Today all of the
wines produced at the winery are aged for at least 30
days in the pyramid allowing the sacred geometry to
enhance and clarify them.

Summerhill is the largest organic winery in
North America with over 80 acres or vineyards. They
use no chemical pesticides or fertilizers and their
spiritual beliefs and interest in preserving the Earth
extend far beyond their wines.

VISIT A POPULAR WINERY IN A
HISTORIC LOCATION

 Summerhill is a popular venue for weddings with its fantastic view of Okanagan Lake
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They have partnered up with renowned
Canadian wildlife painter Robert Bateman to market and
promote a series of organic wines called the “Get to
Know” series with profits going to Bateman`s non-profit
society `Get to Know Your Wild Neighbours` which
takes youths away from their computer and TV screens
and into nature.

After our tour of the pyramid, Pam and I were
treated to a special private tour of the vineyard and
much to my surprise we were brought to a sacred native
earth house and an early European birthing house. How
appropriate that a winery that values spirituality, healing
and healthy living be located on the same property.

It is a little known fact that the vineyard is
also home to Canada's only Exhibit of First Contact
between the Original Peoples and First European
Settlers. The exhibit, which came with the property,
consists of a heritage house owned by early settler
Henry Cecil Mallam who in 1904 bought the property
complete with the two story hand hewn log house built
in 1897.

With a scarcity of doctors in the area,
the Mallam women all acted as midwives
bringing many babies into the world in the log
home.

In the gully next to the Mallam house is the
Makwala Kekuli - a replica of the sacred earth house
used by the indigenous peoples for centuries as their
winter home. The fire in the centre kept the earth
covered dome warm and is believed to be the
passageway to ancestors on the other side. Spiritual
ceremonies are still held in the Kekuli.

HOW TO GET THERE – Cross the bridge over
Okanagan Lake entering Kelowna, take a Right at the
second set of traffic lights on Pandosy Street which
becomes Lakeshore Road which becomes Chute Lake
Road. Summerhill Pyramid Winery is located on 4870
Chute Lake Road. For more information visit
www.summerhill.bc.ca or call toll free: 1-800-667-3538

 Top: A replica of an authentic Makwala Kekuli located
at Summerhill.. Bottom: An old truck is parked in front of

the Mallam House.



16

Ever since the Coquihalla Highway was
constructed from Kamloops to Merritt the old Merritt
Highway 5A has become a distant memory. It is
definitely one of British Columbia’s hidden gems with
its gorgeous lakes, historical buildings and breath-taking
landscapes.

One of 5A’s highlights is most definitely the
Bullet Hole Saloon at the Quilchena Hotel. Once a
popular watering hole for cowboys it is now a popular
tourist attraction where people come to have a drink and
ponder how those three bullet holes really got there.

According to owner Guy Rose, a couple of
drunken cowboys from the nearby Douglas Lake Ranch
were cut off by the bartender. Angry, one of them drew
his pistol and fired three shots at the bar, putting holes in
a barrel of liquor. But is this the real story?

A sign on the bar admits that “Through the
year bullet-holes-in-the-bar stories have taken some
fantastic turns. We’ve told and invented many of them,
but truth be told we don’t know the real story.” And I
am sure after a few drinks; patrons love to invent their
own stories.

HAVE A DRINK
AT THE BULLET HOLE SALOON

 The Quilchena Hotel is located along the Old Merrit Highway and is owned by the Douglas Lake Cattle Company.
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The Quilchena Hotel officially opened on the
evening of July 3, 1908. Unfortunately it closed in 1920
as a result of both the advent of the automobile which
drastically cut travel times negating the need for
overnight accommodations and prohibition which closed
down it’s remaining income source the saloon.

During this time it was maintained by founder
Joseph Guichon's descendents and remained closed until
it was purchased by Guy Rose in 1957. The Roses
reopened it as a hotel keeping much of the original
furniture, monogrammed China and silver and keeping
the rooms vintage 1908.

With a history this long this building no doubt
has a few stories to tell. In fact, in 1906 when the
previous 2-story hotel was still standing notorious Wild
West train robber Bill Miner spent a night on the
property, held at gunpoint in a shed until daylight. He
and two of his bandit accomplices were caught by a
posse after robbing a Vancouver-bound Canadian
Pacific Railway train east of Kamloops and getting in a
gunfight with mounted police.

The hotel has been visited by
a number of famous and infamous
people including actor Jack
Nicholson who stayed in room #2
while filming The Pledge directed
by Sean Penn.

According to former employee Adette Lacerte
the hotel was also a popular “haunt” for a friendly ghost
who liked to play tricks on the staff. It locked one
employee in a storage room and loved to turn up the
music in the kitchen when no one was there.

HOW TO GET THERE – The historic Quilchena
Hotel is located on Highway 5A 20 kilometres northeast
of Merritt.

 If you look at the wooden panel on the bar you can see
3 bullet holes.
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If you are in Kamloops and looking for a great
place to take a drive, try what I call the Douglas Lake
Loop and trace some of our areas rich cattle ranching
history.

Douglas Lake Ranch has a history dating back
over 130 years when in 1872 John Douglas Sr.
homesteaded his first 320 acres along the shore of the
lake.

In 1884, John Douglas sold the property to
Charles Beak, who along with Joseph Greaves, Charles
Thompson and William Ward, founded the Douglas
Lake Cattle Company on June 30, 1886 intending to
obtain the Canadian Pacific Railway beef contract.

By 1919 the ranch had grown to over 110,000
deeded acres of land making it one of the largest ranches
in Canada. Ownership of the ranch changed hands a
number of times over the years and in 2003 it was
purchased by American Stan Kroenke who expanded the
companies land base through the purchase of the Alkali
Lake Ranch, James Cattle Company and Quilchena
Cattle Company making the current total deeded acres
248,000 with around 600,000 additional acres of crown
grazing between all company holdings.

It currently holds the title of Canada’s Largest
Working Cattle Ranch with around 100 full and part
time employees.

WHERE’S THE BEEF?
IT’S AT DOUGLAS LAKE RANCH

 The main office of the Douglas Lake Ranch
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You know you have reached the ranch when
you see all the white houses with red roofs including a
matching church. Being in such a remote area, staff
lives and works on the ranch. They even had a school
on site but it is closed since there are no school aged
kids currently living on the ranch. When you get to the
ranch stop in at the general store for a pop and say hi to
the friendly staff who are more than happy to answer
any of your questions about the ranch and give you
information about the tourism branch of their operation
which now includes the Stoney Lake Lodge – a world
class fly fishing resort, The Historical Quilchena Hotel
and gold course, Salmon Lake Resort, and their large
variety of cottages, house rentals, remote yurts and
exclusive access lakes and camp grounds that cater to
wilderness enthusiasts and fly fishers. For more
information check out their website at
www.douglaslake.com or call 250-350-3344

DID YOU KNOW? Douglas Lake does not
process their beef; they only raise the cattle
and then auction them off. In the early days
these auctions were a huge event attracting
buyers from all over. BBQ’s were held to let
buyers sample the product and it was one big
social event. But this all died with new
technology. Now the auctions are held over
the internet. Cattle are filmed and buyers can
purchase them from the comfort of their
couch from anywhere in the world.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops head
towards Merritt on the old Merritt Highway 5A past
Knutsford and then turn left onto the Douglas Lake road
before you reach Quilchena. Follow that road past the
Douglas Lake Ranch and Salmon Lake Resort and it
comes out in Westwold at the general store. From there,
turn left at the Old Vernon Highway back to Kamloops.

 When you come across a community consisting of white
buildings with red roofs, you have reached the Douglas

Lake Ranch.



22

Did you know that the Historic O’Keefe
Ranch is exactly as old as Canada? It was founded in
1867 by Cornelius O’Keefe, who was born near Ottawa
in 1838, of Irish immigrant parents. Cornelius came
west in his early 20’s and began to drive cattle from
Oregon to provide food for the gold miners in the north.
He camped on the site of the Ranch, and decided to raise
cattle rather than drive them from Oregon. Cornelius
pre-empted 161 acres of land. By the early 1900’s, with
Thomas Greenhow, a business partner, the ranch had
grown to 15,000 acres.

In the mid 1870’s, Cornelius returned for a
visit to his hometown where he married Mary Ann
McKenna, who returned to the ranch with him in 1876.
Together they moved into the log cabin, then, after
having nine children, moved into the newly built
mansion, which at the time was considered one of the
most elaborate homes in the Okanagan remaining the
family home for 91 years.

Thomas later married Cornelius’ niece
Elizabeth who came for a visit and they purchased 10
acres of land next to the log house so the two families
could remain close. Unfortunately Thomas died in 1889
at the age 54 leaving behind his wife and two children.

Ten years later, Mary Ann died of a massive
stroke and a year later Cornelius returned to Ottawa
where he married Elizabeth Tierney, 40 years his junior
and the two produced 6 children.

Unfortunately, in 1908, their oldest son Faber
died of spinal meningitis at the tender age of 6 ½. He is
believed to haunt the mansion particularly around the
doll room where he died.

Shortly thereafter, Charles, the eldest son of
Cornelius and Mary Ann, died tragically on the way
back from herding cattle.

Both were buried in the family plot behind the
church and were later joined by Cornelius in 1919 and
Elizabeth O’Keefe in 1929.

STEP BACK IN TIME AT THE
HISTORIC O’KEEFE RANCH

 A church and a general store are part of the O’Keefe Ranch.
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The ranch continued to be operated by his
youngest son Tierney and his wife Betty until 1967, at
which time they decided to preserve it as part of
Canadian history. They restored and rebuilt the original
ranch buildings and opened the Historic O'Keefe Ranch
in 1967, exactly 100 years after Cornelius O'Keefe had
arrived on the site. The O'Keefe family operated the
Ranch as a tourist attraction until 1977, when the
buildings and their furnishings were purchased by the
Devonian Foundation.

The Ranch, in its earliest days, was at the end
of the wagon road into the Okanagan Valley and the site
of the stage coach depot. The small, self-contained
community had a Post Office, blacksmith shop, grist
mill, and even its own church and cemetery. Many of
the original buildings still exist, and are a delight to
explore. The site includes a turn of the century General
Store with old fashioned candy and the original
Okanagan Post Office.

HOW TO GET THERE – The ranch is located at 9380
Highway 97 just before Vernon, BC in Spallumcheen. .
Call for more information at (250) 542-7868 and check
out their website www.okeeferanch.ca.

Cornelius O’Keefe 1837-1919
1877-Married Mary Ann McKenna 1847-1899

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Charles Helen Lillian Infant Frederick Cornelia Francis Thomas James
Michael Mary Mary Son Mary Joseph Leo Cornelius
1979 1880 1882 Died 1884 1886 1887 1899 1893
1910 1935 1954 3 Weeks 1942 1973 1916 1977 1935

1900 – Married: Elizabeth Tierney 1877-1929
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Faber Margaret Mary Cornelius John Joseph Eileen
Joseph Mary Elizabeth Tierney Elizabeth
1901 1902 1904 1905 1911 1913
1908 1988 1981 1981 - -
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Quail’s Gate truly is a family winery. It is
owned by the Stewarts who have been pioneering
horticulturists in the area since the turn of the last
century. Having come to the Okanagan in 1908, Richard
Stewart Sr. settled in the Kelowna area and founded one
of the valley’s most successful nursery businesses.
Some 50 years later his son Dick Stewart carried on this
tradition by moving into grape growing.

In 1989, Ben and Ruth Stewart founded
Quails’ Gate Winery and began the family’s transition
into the winery business. Over the next two decades the
entire family joined together in the pursuit of making
Quails’ Gate one of Canada’s foremost producers of
premium VQA wines.

One of the things that truly make Quail’s Gate
unique is Allison House once home to Susan and John
Allison. Built in 1873, it is the oldest home site in the
West Kelowna area providing an important link to our
past and to early European settlement in the area.

Author and historian Susan Allison has been
recognized as a Person of National Historical
Significance by the Government of Canada having
documented her early days in the interior of British
Columbia and her time at the Allison House.

The house now serves as the meeting place for
our summer season winery tours; as well, guests can
tour the home and enjoy some wine while learning about
the early pioneering days.

SAMPLE WINE IN ONE OF
KELOWNA’S OLDEST HOMES

 The Allison House, built in 1873 is the oldest home site in the West Kelowna area.
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Did You Know?
 John Allison also had a First

Nations wife. In fact their daughter
worked for John and Susan (his
British wife) helping them raise
their fourteen children. It is not
known how many children John
had with his native wife.

 John Allison was the first white
settler to take up land in the district
of Princeton where he is buried in
the family’s Castle Rock Cemetery.

 Susan Allison was the first white
woman to travel the trail from
Hope to Princeton. She started this
adventure with her husband John
two hours after they got married in
Hope.

The restaurant and winery is open year-round. For
more information visit their website at
www.quailsgate.com or call toll free: 1-800-420-9463.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kelowna (driving
Hwy 97 South) Southbound from Kelowna, cross the
W.R Bennett Bridge (Highway 97), turn left at
Boucherie Road. Quail’s Gate is located at 3303
Boucherie Road.

 Top: The notch style joint used back in the day. Middle:
Entrance to Allison House. Bottom: John and Susan
Allison.
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Have you ever driven past the Monte Creek
Junction on the East Trans Canada Highway, noticed the
turnoff to Miner’s Bluff Road and wondered how it got
its name? I did, so to satisfy my curiosity I did a little
research and discovered that the road is named after the
legendary Gentleman Bandit and reputed originator of
the phrase “Hands Up” Billy Miner.

Born Ezra Allen Miner in 1847, Bill Miner
was a notorious criminal from Bowling Green,
Kentucky who served several prison terms for
stagecoach robbery. After his third release from prison,
Miner moved to British Columbia going by the name
George Edwards. On September 10, 1904, it is believed
that he staged BC’s first–ever train robbery just west of
Mission.

On 8 May 1906, Miner struck the CPR again,
near Kamloops at Monte Creek in an area now referred
to as Miner’s Bluff, but bungled the robbery. Back in
those days, gold was usually carried in the express car.
When Miner and his accomplices boarded the train they
forced the engineer to stop and release some of the cars
then continue down the track while the robbers collected
their booty. However, Miner attacked the baggage car
instead of the express car, which was still connected to
the train. He searched the baggage car but overlooked
several packets of bank notes, getting away with a mere
$15 in cash and a handful of liver pills. After the epic
train robbery failure a manhunt ensued to catch Miner
and his two accomplices Shorty Dunn and Louis
Colquhoun.

DISCOVER THE HISTORY
BEHIND MINER’S BLUFF

 A train drives by the location where Billy Miner’s botched train robbery that led to his arrest took place.
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The trio were found near Douglas Lake by the
Royal North-West Mounted Police. They arrested, tried
in a Kamlops Court and sentenced to 25 years in the
New Westminster Penitentiary.

Miner’s reputation had gained celebrity status
by this time and much to the surprise of local
authorities, during his train ride to the penitentiary, the
tracks were lined with supporters who were happy that
someone had finally taken the unpopular CPR to task.

On 8 Aug 1907, Miner escaped the
penitentary and fled back to the United States, where he
continued to rob banks and trains. He eventually ended
up in Georgia, where he robbed a train in February
1911. He was hunted down, arrested, tried and
sentenced to 20 years. He escaped twice, in October
1911 and June 1912. He hid in a swamp and became ill
from the dirty water. He never recuperated and died the
following September in a Georgia prison. Miner was
finally laid to rest in the Memory Hill Cemetery in
Milledgeville, Georgia.

FAST FACTS
 It has been speculated that Miner left a

hidden cache of loot in the forests south
of Silverdale after the first robbery and
local historians believe he used these
monies to fund his escape, while others
surmise that today there is still hidden
loot to be found there

 Miner was the subject of the 1982
Canadian film The Grey Fox, in which he
was played by Richard Farnsworth.

 Mount Miner near Princeton, (formerly
Bald Mountain) was where Miner had
lived at a ranch owned by Jack Budd
while planning the train robbery near
Kamloops.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops head east
on the Trans Canada highway and just past Vernon
turnoff will see the turnoff for Miner’s Bluff Road. Half
the bluff has since been removed to make way for the
Highway 1 Monte Creek to Pritchard Phase 2 Highway
Improvement Project. Unfortunately there is nothing to
mark this historic location but if you park near the bluff
and climb it you may get a bird’s eye view of a passing
train.

 Bill Miner’s prison “mug” shot. Notice the prison stamp
from Okalla Penitentiary, New Westminster, B.C., 1906.
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As you enter Kamloops in the East Trans
Canada Highway, it is hard not to notice a small country
church nestled amongst the trees near the river. I have
driven by it many times and was curious but never
bothered to stop until today when I was compelled to
take a closer look. I parked at the gate and walked up
the driveway past the little community hall and up to the
entrance of the church where a plaque beside the door
shared a little history of this tiny church and the man
who built it, which had me curious to dig a little deeper.

St. Peter’s Anglican Church in Monte Creek
was built in 1926 by Hewitt Bostock, a local pioneer,
rancher and senetor in memory of his son Alexander
Hewitt Bostock, who was killed in action in France in
the First World War, on July 26, 1916 at the age of 23.

He is buried in the New Military Cemetery of
Poperingle in Belgium. The first service in the church
was held on Christmas Day 1926 and it was
consecrated, in the name of St. Peter, by Bishop Doull
on July 31, 1927.

The area of Monte Creek was originally
known as "Ducks", named for Jacob Duck, an
Englishman, who came to Canada in the 1860’s Jacob
Duck, was postmaster of the Duck and Pringle Post
Office that opened in the early 1870's. He remained in
this position until May 1888. On October 1, 1896 the
name of the Post Office was changed to "Monte Creek".

Hewitt Bostock was born in Surrey, England
on May 31st 1864. He first came to Canada in 1886 with
his sister Marian and some friends. During this trip,
Bostock toured the Parliament Buildings in Ottawa and
saw the Conservative Prime Minister, Sir John A.
Macdonald whom he described as "a fine-looking man".

An Anglican, he also made connections with
Canon William Henry Cooper, who the next year took
over the Church of England mission in Kamloops, B.C.
This meeting led to Bostock to visiting the Thompson
valley in 1888, part-way through a tour of North
America, the Antipodes, China, and Japan. During this
visit he purchased the Jacob Duck’s ranch for $45,000.
He later operated the farm as a family business along
with his wife Lizzie who he married in December of
1880.

In 1893, the Bostocks moved from England to
Victoria, BC and established a provincial newspaper
that was critical of MacDonald’s National Policy.
During this time, Liberal leader Wilfrid Laurier visited
British Columbia and persuaded Bostock to run for
parliament in the Yale-Cariboo constituency which he
won in1896 federal election. Bostock only served one
term and then was appointed to the Senate in 1904. Ten

DISCOVER THE HISTORY BEHIND
ST. PETER’S ANGLICAN CHURCH

 St. Peter’s Anglican Church was built in 1926 by
Hewitt Bostock, a Senator and Cabinet Minister
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years later he became leader of the Liberals in the upper
house.

The decision to enter politics led him to spend
more time at Monte Creek where he built a ranch house
for his growing family and purchased the Kamloops
Inland Sentinel.

In late December 1921Bostock entered
William Lyon Mackenzie King's first cabinet as minister
of public works, a position he relinquished a little over a
month later when he became speaker of the Senate. By
that time Bostock had achieved some notoriety as an
opponent of railway nationalization. In 1925 Bostock
was one of Canada's delegates at the sixth assembly of
the League of Nations at Geneva.

Hewitt Bostock died of uraemia
in 1930 and was buried on his Monte
Creek property near the church in the
St. Peter’s Church Cemetery.

By the time of his death, he had accomplished
much. His associations included the Canadian branch of
the British Empire League, the Canadian Forestry
Association, the Interior Stock Raisers' Association of
British Columbia, the Rideau Club in Ottawa, the first
golf and badminton clubs in Victoria, the Masonic
lodge, the Alpine Club of Canada, and the St John
Ambulance Association, of which he was national
president at the time of his death. In addition, he was a
fellow of the Royal Colonial Institute and Royal
Agricultural Society of England. He was also the
patriarch of a family that included three sons and four
daughters.

Church services are held every 2nd and 4th

Sundays of each month by Archdeacon D. Wootten 250-
804-8824. The Church Hall is available for rental call
250-372-2743. For information about the cemetery call
250-372-2743 or 250-374-2628.

.

HOW TO GET THERE – To get to the Cemetery
from Kamloops, drive east on the Trans-Canada
Highway and take the Hook Road exit proceeding south
until it intersects with Dallas Road. Turn east onto
Dallas Road and proceed approximately 1.6 km until the
intersection with Monte Creek Road. Turn right onto
Monte Creek Road and drive approximately 300 meters
and you will see a private driveway that reads 1651.
The gate to the cemetery is located at the top of this
driveway.

To get to the Church, head back down to
Dallas Drive and turn right then take a left on Old Ferry
Road. Follow this road to the dead end and then turn
right into the driveway to the church.

 Hewitt Bostock died in 1930 and is buried with his wife
Lizzie Jean in the St. Peter’s Church Cemetary.
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There is no better place to feel like a nut than
the Gallatly Nut Farm Regional Park in Kelowna. This
nutty story started in 1900 when the Gellatly family
purchased over 120 hectares of land on Kelowna’s West
Bank.

They moved the family from the Fintry area
where David Gellatly Sr. was a successful farmer who
shipped the Okanagan’s first railcar of potatoes to the
Kootenays and who earned the nickname “Tomato
King”.

David’s sons David Jr. and Jack were nuts
about importing many different kinds of nut trees in
order to develop new kinds of nuts trees that could
withstand the cold Okanagan winters.

Together they created around 58 varieties
of nuts working mostly with hazelnuts,
filberts, walnuts, chestnuts and butternuts.

Jack lived and worked at the farm until he
passed away in 1969 at the age of 86. Afterwards his
brother Bill took over operations of the farm.

The farm has since been turned into a regional
park however; it is still a working farm that harvest nuts
each year from September to November. Harvest is the
most popular time to visit the park when nuts and nut
tree seedlings are for sale.

The nut farm is open year round but the best
time to visit is during harvest in late September to early
November. Stroll amongst the nuts trees along the series
of short trails that bring you to the original Gellatly
family home and barn built in 1905, the Lakeshore
Cottage built in the 1920’s, a children’s play area, a
Wedding Arbour and various other heritage buildings
and articles collected over the years.

The walking trails are easy grade and
wheelchair accessible with sitting benches to relax and
admire the beautiful surroundings. The park trails lead
down to the shores of Okanagan Lake where you can
cool off in the water during the hot summer months.

The park is maintained by the Gellatly Nut
Farm Society, a non-profit organization dedicated to
preserving the hundred year old orchard and trees in
perpetuity. For more information email
gellatlynutfarm@telus.net

GO AHEAD AND FEEL LIKE A NUT
AT THE GALLATLY NUT FARM

 Jack Gellatly lived and worked at the farm until he
passed away in 1969 at age 86.
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Some Nutty Facts
 Eating 25-50 grams nuts a day may reduce

the risk or diabetes and heart disease.
 Studies have shown that those who included

nuts as part of their diets were slimmer than
those who did not. Thus it is a common myth
that consuming nuts will cause weight gain

 Each nut bears its own distinctive flavor, as
well as a unique history that often dates back
to biblical times and beyond.

 Historically, almonds are mentioned 73 times
in the Old Testament, and the branch of the
almond tree was used as the staff of the Pope.

 The walnut tree is very hardy and is 15 years
old before reaching full production. The
average tree produces for 45 years.

 Perhaps a true royal nut, the Queen of Sheba
loved pistachios. In fact, she demanded that
the entire region’s pistachio harvest be set
aside for her.

 In America, pistachios were once dyed red to
disguise shell imperfections and make the nuts
stand out in vending machines.

 Like popcorn, a chestnut is a closed shell with
moisture trapped inside.
When heated the moisture can forcefully pop
the nut open. When cooking chestnuts always
slit the shell first to allow the steam pressure
to escape. Otherwise the nut will burst with a
small explosion!

HOW TO GET THERE – Travel to the community of
Westbank located south of Kelowna. In Westbank, from
Highway #97, turn south onto Gellatly Road. Continue
down Gellatly Road to the heritage park. Further down
the road is the entrance to the Gellatly Nut Farm. The
park is open from 6am until dusk year round.

 Top: The Lakeshore cottage was built by Jack Gellantly
in the mid 1920’s. Bottom: Kelowna resident Kathi Meyn

hugs a wooden statue of Jack Gellatly.
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You no longer have to fly to England to travel
back in time for a spot of tea, because from May to
October, the RJ Haney Heritage Village and Museum
comes alive. The 40-acre park is operated by the
Salmon Arm Museum and Heritage Association. With
annual events such as the Father’s Day Celebration,
Pioneer Day & Collector’s Fair, the Classic Antique Car
Show and a Dinner Theatre that runs all summer, this
park is a great place to have some fun with the family.

RJ Haney came to Salmon Arm around 1896
and purchased this 80 acre farm where he built a home
and sent for his family who were living with relatives in
Winnipeg. RJ became known as the town’s third banker
– if the banks wouldn’t loan you money RJ would, with
interest of course. RJ lived well into his 90’s and when
his daughter Marjorie died, she willed the property to
the District of Salmon Arm to build a museum dedicated
in the memory of her father.

The District did a fantastic job of preserving
the area’s history by relocating historical buildings and
or re-creating them on the site. They have a re-creation
of Salmon Arm’s first filling station, the Mt. Ida Church
and the Broadview School which were both in danger of
getting torn down were relocated to the site and restored
as well as a number of other original and replicated
buildings. After you browse through the village be sure
to take a stroll through the 2.34 kilometer nature walk
along Canoe Creek and through the beautiful plant life –
free trail guides are available that identify the plants you
will encounter.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops drive
through Salmon Arm and turn left of highway 97B
towards Vernon and there you will see the sign for the
heritage park. For more info call: 250.832.5289 or visit
www.salmonarmmuseum.org

TRAVEL BACK IN TIME FOR A
SPOT OF TEA

 A recreation of Salmon Arm’s first filling station and Marjorie’s Tea Room.
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If you don’t mind dusty roads, you may want
to hop in your truck and go homestead hunting. In the
1890’s the government of Canada realized that in order
to populate the west, assert sovereignty over the lands
and build a western economy, it needed settlers to come
to Canada. With the Dominions Lands Act, land was
divided into 160 acre sections and offered to
homesteaders from around the world for free.

The only cost to the settler was a $10
administration fee. Registered settlers had to build a
home on the property and start running a farm or
business within 3 years to hold the land title.

This stipulation was included to prevent
speculators from scooping up all the land. Overall,
about 478,000 square kilometres of land were given
away by the government under the Dominion Lands
Act. The Prairies were the first to be settled and arable
lands in river valleys were the first to see active
homesteading and farming.

As the best lands were taken up, settlers
looked into the hills and made their way to areas like
Kamloops.

The act went through many changes and
amendments, finally being done away with in 1918
(when a new system was set up designed to help World
War I veterans settle more easily). In 1930, Parliament
passed the Natural Resources Transfer Act, turning over
the control of public lands and resources in the prairies
to the provinces, thus relinquishing its right to the lands.

Many of the homesteads around the Kamloops
area were abandoned as a result of so many men either
not returning from the war or discovering the comforts
of city life and relocating. They now dot the countryside
and are slowly decaying back into the land as a faint
reminder of our proud history.

Some great places to go homestead hunting
are: Robin’s Range Road, Lac de Bois,
Deadman/Vidette Road and Knutsford

HIT THE HILLS AND GO
HOMESTEAD HUNTING

 An abandoned homestead past Vidette Lake Resort nicknamed the Ghost Ranch.
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Named after Robert R. Hedley, who at the
time was the manager of the Hall Smelter in Nelson,
Hedley is an unincorporated town in southern British
Columbia located at the foot of Nickel Plate Mountain
in the Similkameen. The town had a population of
approximately 400 as of 2005 but in the early 1900s,
during the gold rush, Hedley's population had peaked at
over 1,000.

While the main attraction in this frontier town
is no doubt the Mascot Mine Tour, there is quite a bit
more to do and see in this small town. If you go past
Hedley on Highway 3 towards Keremeos, you will come
across St. Ann's, a quaint little white Roman Catholic
Church built around 1910-11, on the Chuchuwayha
Indian village.

Located just below the white church is the
original church build in the late 1800’s and beside it is
the old one room jail cell. Behind the churches is an old
cemetery that is no longer in use.

When you head back into town, be sure to
make a quick stop at the souvenir shop where you can
find all sorts of treasures including historical books on
the area. Be sure to say hi to the owner who is a wealth
of information about what to see and do in the area. He
will tell you how to get to the monks cave and some
abandoned mine shafts.

From there walk over to the Hedley Heritage
Museum and view their phenomenal collection of
historic photographs. Many have been scanned so you
can view them large scale,

HAVE LUNCH AT THE HISTORIC
HEDLEY HITCHING POST

 St. Ann’s Church built around 1910 sits above the original church built in the late 1800’s and the old jail.
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When you get hungry, be sure to stop for
lunch at the historic Hitching Post Restaurant. It is
located in the oldest commercial building in Hedley.
Built by L.W. Shatford, it opened in 1903 with a mining
supply company store on the main floor and a Free
Mason dancehall on the second floor which was
infamous for staying open until 4am and knocking all
the glassware off the store shelves.

In 1905, Shatford was quoted as saying that
Hedley “will unquestionably become a large and
important city”. His prediction came true in 1909 when
the railroad came through running from Oroville,
Washington to Princeton, BC putting the wealthy
mining town on the map.

The Hedley Trading Co & Mining Supplies
store later became Collen’s Department Store serving
the Hedley area for many decades until the railroad was
pulled up after the mines closed down in the 1950’s.
The building was used as a railway warehouse through
the 1950’s and 1960’s and was purchased in the 1970’s
by Moses Brown.

He and his friends fixed up the badly
dilapidated building transforming it into a popular
restaurant called the Golden Nickel. It changed hands a
number of times since then and is currently owned and
operated by Wilson Wiley and Brenda Gould who
provide quality homemade food and reasonable prices.

The story of the building can be found on the
menu which points out some interesting features
preserved from the past such as the original fir floor
located in the private dining area, the wavy original
windows in the front and a section of the original
decorative tin ceiling.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops head
towards Merritt on the Coquihalla and then take the
Kelowna turnoff until you see the turnoff for Princeton,
then follow take the Crowsnest Hwy/BC-3 E (signs for
Keremeos/Osoyoos) until you reach Hedley. It is
approximately 2.5 hours.

 Top: The Hitching Post restaurant, the second floor has
been removed and replace with a fake front. Bottom: St.

Ann’s Church.
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In its heyday, from 1909 until 1914,
Walhhachin was an affluent colony of English settlers
and was often termed "Canada's Camelot". Established
as a farming community for British settlers, thanks to
the efforts of American entrepreneur Charles Barnes, the
colony was marketed to people of affluence, education
and refinement as a place where they could enjoy the
good life.

Many of its residents had Chinese and Native
domestic servants and indulged their taste for leisure by
playing tennis, cricket, golf, polo and shooting and
attending plenty of parties, fancy balls and amateur
theatre.

The houses were all ahead of their time with
indoor plumbing, hot and cold water and carbide
lighting. One estate even had a concrete in ground
swimming pool when many a pool party was hosted –
an unheard of luxury in this era of British Columbia’s
history. The posh Walhachin Hotel was the hub of
social activity in this community with its elegant dining
room, three rotundas, steam heat and two saloons that
allowed the casually dressed to be kept separate from
the upper class. Since the community was nestled
between mainlines of the two railways, CN and CP,
supply of goods and transportation was never a problem.

MAKE A ROYAL VISIT TO
CANADA’S CAMELOT

 Walhachin is located on the river beside the train track making it easy to transport goods back in the day.
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To solve the problem of irrigation in this dry
desert climate, a twenty-mile long wooden gravity flow
flume was built to carry water down from the highlands
to irrigate the field where onions, tomatoes, potatoes and
other crops were planted.

The life of this small colony was short-lived
mainly due to World War One. Many of the men were
members of the Walhachin Company of the 31st British
Columbia Horse, while others were affiliated with
regiments in England.

Virtually all the men left to fight for King and
Country leaving behind mostly women, children and the
elderly to keep the orchards producing with the
assistance of hired labourers.

In 1918 a flash flood severely damaged the
flume causing another blow to the community leading to
its final demise in 1922.

Today much of the original town structure
including the hotel is gone and only the community hall
and several houses including the first house built by
Charles Barnes remains. It is home to around 100
residents. The hall has been transformed into a small
museum that is open Monday to Friday 10am to 5pm
during the summer months.

For more information or to tour the museum
outside posted hours call Val at 250-457-6678 or
Colleen at 250-457-6245.

Fun Fact – Walhachin has
been used as a filming location

for the popular television
series, The X-Files.

HOW TO GET THERE - Walhachin is located
between Savona and Cache Creek about 45 minutes
from Kamloops. Look for the Walachin sign then turn
left and cross the bridge into town.  A bed found in a Walhachin field and books once

owned by residents are some of the items on display at the
Walhachin Museum.
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A wonderful way to learn about British
Columbia’s history is to take a historical walking tour of
Clinton. Founded in the 1860s as a roadhouse on the
Cariboo Trail, Clinton served those headed to the gold
fields. After the discovery of gold in the Cariboo, Royal
Engineers were commissioned to build a road through
the Fraser Canyon to the Cariboo joining the already
existing wagon road from Lillooet to Clinton. The
junction was 47 miles from Lillooet and thus called 47
Mile until it was renamed Clinton, by Queen Victoria in
honour of Lord Henry Pelham Clinton, the Colonial
Secretary of the day.

This 20 stop tour starts at the Government
Offices and Jail built in 1926 which now houses the
Village of Clinton Municipal Offices. The guidebook
which includes a map and some history on the various
buildings can be obtained at the red-brick schoolhouse
that houses the Clinton Museum and tourist office. T

he museum is stop #20 on the walk so just pop
in to pick up a map and save the full museum tour for
last.

Some of the stops along the way include the
Old Cemetery, the Toll Office, China Town/Pioneer
Cabins, Robertson Square and three churches.

TAKE A HISTORICAL WALKING
TOUR OF CLINTON

 The Clinton Hotel was destroyed by fire in 1958 killing three guests.
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Many of the original buildings have burned
down including stop #8 - the former site of the Clinton
Hotel (originally 47 Mile House). This 5-room 2-story
hotel was built from hand-hewn and whip-saw logs
using wooden pegs. Not a single nail was used in the
construction of the hotel. It was at one time the oldest
hotel west of the Rockies but was destroyed by fire on
May 15th 1958 taking the lives of three guests.

Built in 1862, the Palace Hotel is one of
Clinton’s oldest buildings and #13 on the walking tour.
It was originally build as the LaForest residence and was
later sold and became a hotel that catered to freight
drivers who stabled their animals in the large barn next
to the hotel.

The museum and final stop ties the tour
together with it’s collection of machines, household
items, photographs and other artifacts collected from the
region. Some of the highlights include a 13-passenger
sleigh that travelled from 20 mile house to Clinton in the
late 1800’s, an 1861 freight wagon that ran freight from
Yale to Barkerville, a buggy belonging to the first
doctor in Clinton and an old wheelchair.

Fun Fact – The annual Clinton
May Ball Rodeo and dance is one of
British Columbia's oldest continual
events having first been held in
1867. It was a highlight of the
social calendar in the British
Columbia Interior for many
decades.

HOW TO GET THERE - Clinton is located on
Cariboo Highway 97, 40 km (25 miles) north of Cache
Creek, and 74 km (46 miles) south of 100 Mile House.

 Some of the interesting daily household items from the
old days are on display at the Clinton Museum.
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Situated at the meeting of the North
Thompson and South Thompson Rivers is the City of
Kamloops the anglicised version of the Shuswap word
"Tk'əmlúps", meaning 'meeting of the waters'. In an 
effort to make the shorelines accessible to all, the city
built over 40 kilometres of paved community path
exploring the shores of both rivers winding through
Pioneer Park, Riverside Park, Westsyde Centennial
Park, MacArthur Island and all the way out to Kamloops
Lake through the Lac du Bois Provincial Park.

My favourite stretch of the trail is from
Pioneer Park to Schubert Drive as it is filled with
landmarks, monuments and informational signs that
trace the history of our beautiful city.

The trail starts at the parking lot of Pioneer
Park and goes under the Red Bridge – a well known
Kamloops Landmark. The current bridge built in 1936
on the east side of the second bridge is actually the third
of three bridges built to connect the white settlement of
Tk’emlups to the Secwepemc Reserve on the other side.
The first bridge was constructed in 1887 to replace the
dangerous ferry that transported white settlers across the
river to trade with the natives who through active
trading with the other local bands controlled the fur
trade in this region.

Fun Fact – The Red Bridge got its name from the red
color of the Douglas fir beams used in its construction.

TRACE KAMLOOPS HISTORY
ALONG THE RIVER’S TRAIL

 The Red Bridge is Kamloops’ most recognizable landmark.
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As you walk from Pioneer Park to Riverside
Park you will come across the Labyrith – a brick circle
with a path winding through it from the entrance to the
middle. It is said that profound insights and
understanding comes to those who walk along the path
with patience and trust. This may or may not happen for
you but it you stand in the center of the Labyrinth and
clap your hands you will for sure be surprised by the
fact that you won’t hear an echo. Weird or what?

Near the end of Riverside Park as you head
towards the Overlander Bridge, you will come across
the Japanese Garden – a monument to Kamloops’ sister
city of Uji, Japan.

On July 1st 1990 a formal Sister
City Agreement was made between
the two cities and the agreement
was reaffirmed on its tenth
anniversary.

Go across the Overlander Bridge and make
your way to Schubert drive where you will find a rest
stop with a water fountain, three totem poles and a
Rotary Shelter with a park bench. Here you can learn
about the Schuberts who travelled over 2000 kilometres
on foot and horseback in 1862 to get from the Red River
Settlement in Manitoba to Fort Kamloops.

Continue along the path as it follows the river
under the Halston Bridge to Westmount and enjoy the
sandy beaches and stunning view of Mount Paul. This
is not a loop so when you get to Westmount turn around
and head back or keep going!

HOW TO GET THERE – Start your adventure at
Pioneer Park located just off Lorne Street under the Red
Bridge. Here you will see an informational sign about
the River’s Trail.

 A totem pole display and the Mayor’s History Monument
are some of the cool things you will come upon as you venture
down the River’s Trail.
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If you are curious about where Plaster of Paris
comes from, you may want to visit the museum and
heritage park in Falkland. In 1992 the Falkland
Historical Society was established to build a museum
and heritage park on leased land from Lafarge Canada.

The original gypsum mine garage houses the
museum and archives while the surrounding two acres
has been developed as a park with outdoor display areas
and buildings.

Gypsum is a very soft sulfate mineral
composed of calcium sulfate dihydrate and used in the
production of Plaster of Paris, Plaster Board and tiles for
lath and plaster construction.

In the early nineteenth century it was regarded
as an almost miraculous fertilizer. American farmers
were so anxious to acquire it that a lively smuggling
trade with Nova Scotia evolved, resulting in the so-
called "Plaster War" of 1812.

Around 1894, a group of Kamloops
prospectors staked the Salmon River deposit, now
known as the Falkland Gypsum deposit. The mine
started producing Gypsum in 1925 during the same time
as the completion of the Kamloops to Vernon rail line.

At this time Gypsum was blasted from the
mountainside and smashed by quarry workers with
sledge hammers then loaded by hand into horse drawn
carts and dumped into one ton rail cars for delivery to
quarry terminal bins.

In 1937, new equipment was installed to meet
the higher demand and in place of aerial ore buckets, a
drag line, rack belt and bunkers were built allowing ore
to be loaded into trucks for lower terminal crushing and
then rail delivery.

By 1951, they were shipping at a peak
production of 80,000 tons. That’s a pile of plaster!

However, production was suspended in 1956
due to the exhaustion of easily won high grade deposits,
higher shipping costs and competition from the
Kootenies. And then the quarry was finally closed. The
mine was brought back to life in the mid 70’s when the
property was acquired by Lafarge Canada for use in its
cement production. Since then, around 10,000 tons have
been mined annually and sent to their cement plant in
Kamloops. A miniature 1:160 scale model of the mine
in 1939 was built for the museum by Jim Goldthorp,
Bob Gardner and Gary Hazell of the Shuswap Modelers.
The model includes an operational bucket line.

Some of the other displays include a cobbler’s
shop displaying antique shoe repairing tools, a replica of
a pioneer home complete with household gadgets of that
era, a General Store with a wide variety of merchandise
and an old Church fully restored with the original organ,
altar raiment’s and stations of the cross.

HOW TO GET THERE – The museum is located in
Falkland on the right hand side of the road just past the
pub. It is open in the summer months.

SEE A MINIATURE
MOVING GYPSUM MINE

 Top: A moving model of the gypsum mine is on display
at the museum.
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 To the left is a model of the Gypsum Mine and to the right is the Gypsum Mine.
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If you are a history buff who loves a good
farmer’s market, you may want to take a tour of
Tranquille Farm.

At the time when British Columbia’s first
hospital for the treatment of tuberculosis opened near
the mouth of Tranquille Creek, it was one of only a few
in Canada. The facility, which was proposed in the
1890’s, was slated to be built at the foot of Bachelor Hill
but stern opposition from the residents of Kamloops
moved it farther out of town.

The Fortune family ranch at Tranquille had
been purchased by the Anti-TB Society and the original
farmhouse was used to house the ill until the sanatorium
was built. The sanatorium admitted its first patients on
November 28th, 1907 and within a month the facility
was operating at full capacity. Having been partially
funded with the gift of money given to Sir Ernest Cassel
by King Edward the facility was renamed the King
Edward Sanatorium in 1911.

The facility received some much needed
federal funding in 1915 to treat soldiers suffering from
tuberculosis. A cure for TB was found in 1957 and the
sanatorium was due to close giving rise to a new
problem. The citizens of Kamloops then grappled with
the question of what to do with the small city which now
included a school house, fire hall, power plant, hospital,
laundry and farm.

In September of 1958, it was decided that it
would be used as a home for “mentally defective” adults
between the ages of twenty and forty years old who
were at risk to the community. The first patients arrived
in July of 1959.

By the 1970’s institutionalization was no
longer viewed as being in the best interest of patients
and it was announced that Tranquille Farm would be
phased out by the end of the 1980’s. Many people lost
their jobs and the government was left with the problem
of what to do with the property.

LEARN THE FASCINATING
HISTORY OF TRANQUILLE FARM

 This bridge and pond is what is left of what at one time was a magnificent garden.
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The province put the property on the market in
1988 and it was purchased by Giovanni Camproese who
renamed it Padova City after his hometown in Italy. He
planned to build a multi-faceted destination resort but
when this didn’t happen a reluctant government resumed
ownership in lieu of taxes and it became the City of
Kamloops problem.

The property remained abandoned for years
being occasionally used as a movie set for such projects
as the mini-series “Alice”, “Firewall” starring Harrison
Ford and “A Team” starring Liam Neeson and Bradley
Cooper.

However it was the MTV series “Fear” that
had the biggest impact on the property – one that
remains to this day. The program followed a group of
contestants being left at an allegedly haunted location
and led them on a series of dares over two nights to
explore and confirm whether or not the place is haunted.
The group determined that Tranquillle was in fact
haunted thus spurring countless numbers of people to
trespass in search of ghosts often breaking windows and
damaging the fragile buildings.

The current owners are certain the place is not
haunted and that the group only claimed it was to boost
the show’s ratings. They are in the process of returning
the property to its farming roots.

In its heyday the Tranquille Farm was
producing the majority of food and dairy products for
the 1,000 staff and patients working and living at the
neighboring Tranquille Institution.

The site has been renamed Tranquille On the
Lake and will become home to a sustainable Master
Planned Community of approximately 4,500 people.

HOW TO GET THERE – Tranquille Farm is a 5
minute drive west past the Kamloops Airport at 4600
Tranquille Road. When Tranquille Road forks, take the
left hand fork and drive 700 meters until you see the
Tranquille Farm Fresh gate on your right. For more
information visit their website at
www.tranquillefarmfresh.ca or call 250.376.2617

 An old house, the fire hall and one of the old dormitories
are amongst the abandon buildings
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When mining ended in 1949, the Mascot Mine
buildings were stripped of all their equipment and
abandoned. In the 1990’s for safety reasons, plans were
being made to burn the buildings down. Fortunately
Bill Barlee (who happened to be the BC Minister of
Tourism at the time) convinced the province to buy the
mine and transform it into a tourist attraction. The
Upper Similkameen Indian Band has since taken over
the mine site and is now working to restore it adding
metal roofs and a new staircase. Visitors descend a total
of 550 steps to get to the main Portal level below. This
is where the miners entered the mountain and shoveled
one ton of ore onto carts.

These carts, which were pulled by miniature
locomotives called loci’s were then brought to the top of
the bins where there contents were dumped into a skip.
These three ton skips carried the ore on the aerial tram
to the flotation mill below to be processed.

Visitors to the mine are given hard hats and
brought into the Main Mine for a short sound and light
show. This tunnel, which was the first tunnel blasted at
the Mascot Mine and stretches into the mountain almost
one-kilometre, was called Level 4800 because it was
4,800 feet above sea level. The mine had two other
main levels one at 4,300 driven in 1938 and one at 3,700
driven in 1944, along with many sub-levels.

EXPLORE AN ABANDONED MINE
ON THE SIDE OF A MOUNTAIN

 The abandoned Mascot Mine clings to the side of a mountain above Hedley
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Fast Facts
 At the height of activity, about 130 men

worked at the Mascot Gold Mine with some
living in bunkhouses on site and others living
in Hedley with their families and commuting
daily to the site via the tram or the Nickel
Plate Road.

 During its life, 682,000 tons of ore was
extracted producing about 7 tons of gold
which today would be worth $130 million
Canadian.

 The mined ore went through a few different
processes once it left the mine. First it was
crushed and grinded into smaller pieces, then
it was mixed with water and chemicals to form
slurry and fed into flotation tanks and bubbles
were added. Gold clung to the bubbles while
the waste minerals or tailings sunk to the
bottom. The liquid was then sucked out of the
slurry by a vacuum leaving only gold mineral
particles called concentrates. These
concentrates were then shipped by train to the
American Smelting and Refining Company in
Tacoma, Washington where they were melted
in a furnace and poured into moulds to make
gold bars.

 Once a week the company would invite the
wives up to the mine for a delicious dinner
with their husbands. Otherwise it was very
uncommon for women to visit the mine.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops head
towards Merritt on the Coquihalla and then take the
Kelowna turnoff until you see the turnoff for Princeton,
then follow take the Crowsnest Hwy until you reach
Hedley. It is approximately 2.5 hours. Park at the large
red Snaza’ist Discovery Center which you will see just
off the highway as you drive into Hedley

 Top: Deanna McLeod goes inside the mine shaft.
Bottom: Many of the buildings have been restored and

turned into a tourist attraction.
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If you are a Rambo fan, you are no doubt
familiar with the Othello Tunnels. Known as
Chapman’s Gorge in Sylvester Stallone’s blockbuster
film First Blood, this was where the police officer fell
out of the helicopter and where Rambo clung for his life
to a rock wall above the waters of the Coquihalla River.

The section of the Kettle Valley Railway
between Hope and Coquihalla is called the Coquihalla
Subdivision. It was built between 1913 and 1916. The
most expensive mile (the one near the summit) cost
$300,000 almost triple the average cost for railways at
the time which was $136,000 per mile.

This section of the railway consisted of 43
bridges requiring 22 million board feet of lumber, 13
tunnels and 16 snowsheds totaling 2 miles in length The
tunnels got their name from Kettle Valley Railway
engineer, Andrew McCulloch, who was an avid fan of
William Shakespeare.

It was said that he sat around the
evening campfire with the railway construction
workers reciting Shakespearean poetry and
used the names of characters from his plays to
name stations along the Coquihalla line.

The Kettle Valley Railway was the most
difficult railway in the country to operate with rock,
mud and snow slides disrupting service. The Coquihalla
section was shut down more than it operated in the first
seven winters and was so hazardous that it was rumored
the trains only crossed it at night so the passengers
wouldn’t be terrified by the canyons far below.

The railway provided both freight and
passenger service between the Kootenays and the Coast
for 48 years but eventually better roads and air travel
took their passengers away.

In November 1959, heavy rains washed out
sections of the Coquihalla line and the damage was
never repaired and in 1961 this section of the railway
was officially closed.

This incredibly scenic section of the old
railway line is now a popular place for hikers, cyclists
and movie producers.

RAMBO THROUGH THE
OTHELLO TUNNELS

 In recent years, the tunnels have become a favorite
location for movie producers.
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HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops, take exit
183 before Hope. Follow Othello Road for a few
minutes until you pass the Othello Tunnels Campground
and come to a fork in the road. Take the left which
brings you onto Tunnels Road and there you will find
the parking lot. The tunnels are located in the
Coquihalla Canyon Provincial Park.

A 15-20 minute walk down the trail will bring
you to the tunnels which are open from April to
October. If you continue along Othello Road to Hope
you will cross the famous bridge where the sheriff
dropped Rambo off telling him to leave town. The
bridge was replaced with a new one in 2011

 The five tunnels, which were named after a Shakespearean character, cut through the Coquihalla Canyon
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If you are a military buff, you may want to
trace some of Kamloops’ military history with a visit to
Mount Lolo (1748m) - a summit 20 km northeast of
Kamloops, between Paul and Heffley Lakes. It was
named for Jean Baptiste Lolo (also known as Chief
Lolo) - an Iroquois-French Canadian Métis who served
in the employ of the Hudson's Bay Company as an
interpreter and right-hand man to Chief Trader John Tod
at Fort Fraser and Fort Kamloops.

As a result of the Cold War the US decided to
expand the North American continental air defense
system. Kamloops was selected as a site for a United
States Air Force radar station, one of the many that
would make up the Pinetree Line of Ground-Control
Intercept radar sites. The line was the first coordinated
system for early detection of a Soviet bomber attack on
North America. It included a series of 33 main stations
and 6 smaller "gap fillers". The majority of these ran in
a line at about the 53rd parallel in the west (to offer
coverage of major Canadian cities) and about the 50th
parallel in the east.

A second line ran up the eastern seaboard
from the southern tip of Nova Scotia to the southern tip
of Baffin Island. The Pinetree Line had several
technical problems that limited its usefulness almost
immediately. For one, the system used classic" pulsed
mode radar, which made it unable to detect targets close
to the ground due to "clutter". Another was that its
location near population centers meant it offered only a
"last minute" warning, and as the USSR moved to jet-
powered bombers the warning time was even less.

Studies were already underway in 1951 to
build a much smaller series of more capable Doppler
radar stations somewhat further north, which would
develop into the Mid-Canada Line, and just over a year
after MCL, a more advanced system in the extreme
north was built which would be known as the DEW
Line. As a result, the Pinetree Line was in full operation
only for a short time

The base at Mount Lolo (also
known as CFS Kamloops) was
constructed in 1957. The radar
installation (operations site) was
located on top of Mt Lolo, while the
base camp (domestic site) was
located about 10 km down the
access road.

It became operational the following year when
radar and communications gear were installed, but it
was only used on a limited basis. The resident unit,
825th Aircraft Control & Warning Squadron, United

EXPLORE MILITARY HISTORY
AT MOUNT LOLO

 The radar memorial located on River Street across
from Expedition Park
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States Air Force, arrived and the station was declared
limited operational on 3 December 1958 with early
warning status reports being forwarded to 5 Air Division
in Vancouver. They were declared fully operational on 2
March 1959 and reported to the 25th Air Division at
McChord AFB in Tacoma Washington.

It became the Canadian Forces Station
Kamloops in 1967. Then in 1984, Kamloops was
brought on-line with Canada West ROCC. The 56 Radar
Squadron carried on at Kamloops until new government
direction brought about the creation of the North
Warning System. CFS Kamloops was officially closed
in April 1988.

The Station briefly came back
to life when the movie "Cadence",
starring Charlie Sheen and
Lawrence Fishburne, was filmed at
the site in 1990 but now the site is
now virtually abandoned, except for
two areas now used by Telus, which
has a communication installation.

The buildings stood until around 1997 but
have since been removed. The city of Kamloops moved
the last search antenna to be used at CFS Kamloops, an
AN/FPS-20, to Riverside Park as a memorial to the
former radar station.

HOW TO GET THERE – Drive up Paul Lake road
until you see a fork in the road. Signs point to the right
for Harper Mountain and Paul Lake but you want to go
left towards Cold Creek Road. From there you turn
right onto Mount Lolo road and follow it to the top. The
pavement turns to gravel with plenty of potholes. I
recommend taking a 4-wheel drive with good clearance.
It takes a little over an hour to get there from Kamloops.  Top Mount Lolo as seen from Paul Lake Road.

Bottom: The Telus station that now occupies the site.
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While driving the Coquihalla Highway is no
doubt the quickest way to get from Kamloops to
Vancouver, the Fraser Canyon is the most beautiful.
With seven tunnels cutting through the rugged
mountains, magnificent views of the Fraser River and
historic stops along the old Gold Rush trail, this route is
well worth traveling the extra mile.

Along the way, be sure to take a ride on the
Hell’s Gate Airtram. One of the earliest explorers to
navigate this area was Simon Fraser (20 May 1776 – 18
August 1862). This fur trader, who charted much of
what is now the Canadian province of British Columbia,
was employed by the Montreal-based North West
Company and was in charge of all the company's
operations west of the Rocky Mountains.

He was also responsible for building that
area's first trading posts. The name Hells Gate was
derived from Simon Fraser’s journal.

In 1808 he described this narrow passage as
"a place where no human should venture, for surely
these are the gates of Hell” and noted that safe water
transportation through the 115 foot wide opening has
proven virtually impossible.

For centuries the narrow passage has been a
popular fishing ground for First Nations communities in
the area and eventually European settlers started to
congregate there in the summer months to fish. In the
1860’s, the Fraser Canyon became a route used by gold
rush miners wishing to access the upper Fraser Basin. In
the 1880s the Canadian Pacific Railway built a
transcontinental railroad that passed along the bank at
Hells Gate, and in 1911 the Canadian Northern Railway
began constructing a second track. In 1914 a large
rockslide triggered by the railroad construction fell into
the river at Hells Gate, obstructing the passage of
Pacific salmon swimming upstream to spawn.

WHY NOT SOAR OVER THE
GATES OF HELL?

 If you are afraid of heights, you can always hike down to the bridge and cross over to the village.
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As a result, the salmon population began to
decline.

In 1937 the International Pacific Fisheries
Commission was formed by Canada and the United
States. They carried out extensive research, and
recommended that fishways be constructed to help
migrating salmon pass through Hells Gate. Building of
the fishways began in 1944. In 1971, Hells Gate and its
fishways became a tourist attraction with the completion
of the Hells Gate Airtram. The tourist site now boasts
food outlets, observation decks and an educational
fisheries exhibit that displays different short films
regarding the area’s history as well an ecological
documentary on the salmon run.

One of the first displays you will come across
after exiting the tram is the Hell’s Gate Haunted Stove.
Legend has it that the stove was once manned by a
skilled Chinese Chef called Johnnie who ensured that
railway workers always had a hearty well cooked meal
to look forward to at the end of a hard day.

That is until one dark moonless night when
Johnnie mysteriously vanished and a replacement was
hastily found. To everyone’s surprise, a strange thing
happened…Johnnies stove refused to light, while a
number of men tried, none of them could kindle a decent
fire. In desperation, a search party was sent out to find
Johnnie and after much searching, their favorite cook
was found and returned to a hungry camp.

Johnnie and his stove continued to turn out
delicious meals until his demise on July 10, 1890. Now
every year on the anniversary of his death, the stove
feels faintly warm even though no fire has been kindled
in it since.

Some believe there is a connection
between this event and the eerie goings on
in the gift shop – which occupies the
original building that once housed
Johnnies stove.

HOW TO GET THERE – Hells Gate Airtram is
located 35 minutes East of Hope on Highway 1. For
more information check out their website at
www.hellsgateairtram.com or call (604) 867-9277. The
site is completely wheelchair accessible with handicap
parking stalls conveniently located right next to the
main building.

Visitors can hike down the mountain and cross
into the village over the bridge or they can purchase a
tram pass. Trams leave every ten minutes.

 The trams cross over the fishways constructed to help
the salmon spawn.
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If you are looking for an interesting way to
pass the day, you may want to do a self-guided l
Kamloops Heritage walking tour.

Fort Langley may be the birth place of British
Columbia but Kamloops is where our great province
was conceived with the help of two pickle jars full of
Tranquille Creek gold.

In 1811, the first European fur traders came to
the Kamloops area on the Thompson River in search of
Native’s to trade with and found found the tribes in this
area eager to trade their plentiful beaver pelts. "Fort
Cumcloups"was established in May 1812 .

However, it wasn’t until 1855 when Donald
McLean, was promoted from the Hudson’s Bay
Company post at Alexandria to the Kamloops post as
the Chief Trader that gold was brought to him by First
Nations people thus setting in motion a chain of events
that would lead to the creation of New Caladonia which
later became British Columbia.

By 1857, McLean had had accumulated
enough coarse gold to fill two pickle jars which he sent
to his superior, James Douglas in Victoria who was the
Chief Factor for the HBC and Governor of Vancouver
Island.

This gold was then shipped to the San
Fransico mint to be struck into coins thus triggering the
gold rush in British Columbia.

Starting in late spring of 1858, the first 400
prospectors arrived by steamer in Victoria. Over the
next few months, thousands would travel up the Fraser
and into the interior in search of gold.

After previously losing territories to the
American government due to the influx of miners in the
California gold rush, Douglas now petitioned

Queen Victoria to establish a Colonial
Government as quickly as possible in New Caledonia.

Legislation was passed designating New
Caledonia a crown colony on August 2, 1858 and in
1871, the territory which was renamed British Columbia
became part of Canada. Part of the agreement to join
Canada was the promise of a trans continental railroad
which reached the Kamloops area in 1883.

DO A KAMLOOPS HERITAGE
WALKING TOUR

 The Inland Cigar Factory building located on the
corner of 1st Ave and Seymour was built in 1895.
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As a result of the railway construction, a small
village grew on the south shore of the Thompson and
when the C.P.R. was completed three years later, the
community mushroomed, with hotels, stores, churches,
schools and a hospital. In 1893, the population of about
500 decided to incorporate as a City. Kamloops has
since grown to a polpulation of nearly 100,000 people
and over the years new buildings have replaced the old.

But thanks to the effors of those who
understand the importance of preserving our heritage,
many of our stunning old architecture has been restored
and perserved for future generations to enjoy.

The attached brochure produced by the city
gives people a brief history of our amazing city through
some of these buildings. Use it as a guide to step back
in time and learn about Kamloops history.

CITY MAP
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Kamloops Registered Heritage
Buildings

Inland Cigar Factory 297 - 1st Avenue
McIntosh Memorial Columbia Street West
Tom Bones House 328 Royal Avenue
Old Bank of Commerce 118 Vicoria Street
Marlatt Residence 155 West St Paul Street
Wilson House 115 Tranquille Road
Stuart Wood School 245 St Paul Street
Cattle Car and Caboose 7th Avenue
Plaza Hotel 405 Victoria Street
Chinese Cemetery 850 Lombard Street
Pioneer Cemetery 780 Lorne Street
Hayden House 566 - 4th Avenue
William W. Bishop House 619 Nicola Street
Memorial Arena 740 Victoria Street
Stoodley Residence 79 West Nicola Street
CNR Station 500 Lorne Street
St Andrew's on the Square 159 Seymour Street
BC Sheepbreeder's Building 961 Lorne Street
Naval Ammunition Bunkers 1455 McGill Road
Old Kamloops Courthouse 7 West Seymour
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 The Inland Cigar Factory building located on the corner of 1st Ave and Seymour was built in 1895.
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If you have ever visited the Kamloops Airport
you have no doubt seen a large fighter plane decorated
with a Canadian Flag perched on a pedestal beside the
terminal. The last time I was there I ventured over to
the memorial and discovered why the land on which the
Kamloops Airport is located is called Fulton Field.

A graduate of Boeing School of Aeronautics
in Oakland, California, Kamloops resident Wing
Commander John "Moose" Fulton, a Royal Air Force
pilot was the granddaddy of a hundred young RCAF
fliers and one of the most beloved men to wear the
King's uniform.

Serving with a bomber squadron in WWII
Fulton flew in twenty major operations over three
months. In 1940 he was awarded the Distinguished
Flying Cross and received the Air Force Cross in 1942.
That same year he was awarded the Distinguished
Service Order for attacks on important enemy targets.

When the Royal Canadian Air Force decided
to organize its own 419 Squadron, John Fulton was the
first Commanding Officer. Popular amongst the officers
and men of the squadron, they often referred to
themselves as “Moosemen” after the John’s nickname.

Moose’s life ended tragically on the night of
August 2, 1942, when his aircraft was set upon by
enemy fighters on their way back from Hamburg. When
it became known that he was down in the sea, the
exhausted men of No. 419 requested permission to go
right back out and commence a search but the job
belonged to Air-Sea Rescue and the boys were ordered
to bed. The high esteem in which the No.419 Squadron
held their missing leader led to the adoption of Fulton’s
nickname as their own.

The "Moose" Squadron is the only Canadian
squadron to be named after a person immortalizing this
great man for all time.

PAY TRIBUTE TO “THE GREAT
MOOSE” AT FULTON FIELD

 A CF-5 "Freedom Fighter" launches from its pedestal at the Kamloops Airport.
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Today 419 Tactical Fighter (Training)
Squadron conducts the NATO Flying Training Canada
program for Canada, Denmark, Italy, Singapore and the
Royal Air Force at 4 Wing in Cold Lake, Alberta. This
program prepares future fighter pilots for training on
CF-18 class aircraft. Members of the Squadron continue
to refer to themselves as “Moosemen.”

On May 29, 1964, the Kamloops Airport was
"Dedicated in Honour of Wing Commander John
Fulton, D.S.O., D.F.C., A.F.C., and the men of the air
service from Kamloops and District" by His Excellency
Major General Earl of Athlone K.G. Governor General
of Canada. The airport now bears the additional title
“Fulton Field.”

Some Fulton Facts
 John Fulton is an alumnus of the Class of 1929 at

Kamloops Secondary High School.
 He was deployed to Egypt for just over two years

before the war.
 In most of his operations, he flew a Wellington, a

twin-engined, stable aircraft that formed the
backbone of Bomber Command's early efforts.

 On the night of 15th September an attack on the
marshalling yards at Brussels was frustrated by the
failure of the starboard engine and he turned for
home. Later, however, the engine functioned
normally and Squadron Leader Fulton decided to
resume his mission. He made two successful
attacks from 11,000 feet straddling the railway
junction with both sticks of bombs. By his persistent
determination, outstanding skill and devotion to
duty in the face of heavy opposition and many set-
backs, Squadron Leader Fulton was able to
complete his task."

 D.S.O. was awarded on August 4th 1942 for his
work in the raid on Kiel when Wellington X3488 he
was flying was seriously damaged at an altitute of
about fifteen hundred feet and then lost height.
Fulton appeared to be very calm at the controls as
he flew over a hundred miles just feet above the
North Sea.

 In 1941 he flew as a test pilot, at the RAF
Experimental station at Farnborough, testing the
effectiveness of balloons and their cables as
defenses against enemy bombers and was awarded
the Air Force Cross (AFC) for his achievements.

 His brother was the Honourable Davie Fulton,
Minister of Justice in the Diefenbaker government.

 John Fulton’s name is listed on the Kamloops War
Memorial located at the N/E corner of Battle & 2nd.

 The airport Fulton Field is named in remembrance of
Wing Commander John Fulton
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In a meadow near a stream sits the remains of
a few partial wooded buildings along with a stone
memorial with a plaque that reads:

WELCOME TO GRANTIE CITY. IN 1885
A COWBOY NAMED JOHNNY CHANCE STRUCK
IT RICH! HE STARTED A BOOM TOWN THAT
GREW TO A POPULATION OF OVER TWO
THOUSAND! GRANITE HAD TWO MAIN
STREETS, “GOVERNMENT & GRANITE” WITH
TWO HUNDRED BUILDINGS, THIRTEEN OF
WHICH WERE SALOONS! BUT IT WAS NOT TO
LAST, AND BY 1915 IT WAS LEFT TO THE DEER
& GRASS.

On July 5, 1885, according to Susan Allison (a
Similkameen pioneer) Chance accidentally discovered
nuggets by the river.

By 1886 Granite Creek had nine general
stores, 14 hotels and restaurants, two jewellers, three
bakers, three blacksmiths, two livery stables, a
shoemaker, butcher, chemist, attorney, doctor and eight
pack trains. Its population consisted of about 300
European prospectors and 100 Chinese workers. On
April 4, 1907 most of the town was destroyed by a fire

By 1915 the gold rush was over and Granite
Creek lay deserted. The depression of the 1930's brought
drifters to Granite Creek with hopes of eking out a
living on the placer gold creeks. By the end of the
depression only a handful of miners lived at what was
the former gold rush boom town called "Granite city".
By the 1960's the last of these miners had passed away
and the city became one of the many ghost towns of
British Columbia.

TAKE A “CHANCE” AND STRIKE
IT RICH AT GRANITE CITY

 The remains of a cabin on the Granite City site
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HIDDEN TREASURE
OR RICH RUMOUR?

British Columbia Historian Bill
Barlee reports the story of a
Scandinavian by the name of
Johanssen who recovered a reported
300 ounces of platinum from Granite
Creek British Columbia. Johanssen is
reported to have buried his cache of
platinum in a bucket south of his cabin
and visible from the cabin door.
Granite City was destroyed by a fire in
1907 and Johanssen's cabin was
levelled by the fire. With the cabin lost
so was the location as to where the
cache was. The platinum cache is
reported to still be there, close to
$50,000 in platinum buried somewhere
in Granite City. This legend should be
lightly regarded as, other than N.L.
Barlee's story, there is no evidence of
such a cache.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops, drive to
Merritt then take the Coquihalla connector towards
Kelowna. Take the Princeton exit and from Princeton
follow the signs to Coalmont. Granite City is located
near Coalmont just off the road that head to Blakeburn.  Top: A memorial plaque marks the location of where

Granite City once stood. Bottom: The only known
photograph of Johnny Chance.
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Opened on April 24, 1912 the Coalmont Hotel
was built when horses were still the standard form of
transportation. Today the town has been called a ghost
town not only because of the coal mine closure in 1940,
but Coalmont is known for paranormal events and
sightings. This is not surprising when you consider the
unusual lives of those who once thrived here.

The history of the three towns of Coalmont,
Granite City and Blakeburn (of which only the town of
Coalmont remains) are so intertwined that they are often
considered one town.
The first influx of people to the area came to Granite
Creek (which is within walking distance of Coalmont)
during the gold rush of 1885.

Nevertheless, it was coal that offered the
impetus for the building of this town as well as the
Hotel, General Store, and Livery which still stand today.

Coal had been known in the area with serious
explorations starting in 1901. Eventually, the Columbia
Coal and Coke Co. Ltd. took control and the name
Coalmont was given to the city and first mentioned in
the Similkameen Star on February 15, 1911 with the
announcement of their intention to develop the area.
Everything came together at once with the Post Office
being opened Aug 1, 1911, and the Vancouver, Victoria
& Eastern Railway tracks reaching the town on Nov. 10
of the same year.

The start of WWI in 1914 put a damper on
development but after the war ended in 1918 the coal
company was reorganized and became known as
Coalmont Colliers Ltd.

Despite Coalmont originally being touted by
developers as The City of Destiny, the mining operation
was now on the mountain nearby and the work camp
there soon developed into another town named
Blakeburn.

The famous 3 mile long aerial tramway used
for transporting the coal down to the tipple in Coalmont
was started in 1919 and completed in Nov 1920. The
Blakeburn post office opened in 1920 and by 1923 the
town had its own school and soon surpassed Coalmont
in population.

On the 13th of August 1930, a terrible disaster
befell the area leaving a dark shadow over the
community. Forty six minors were working
underground on the afternoon shift in number four mine
when without any warning the mine suffered a double
explosion, either from an excess of coal dust or more
likely methane gas.

VISIT THE HISTORICALLY
HAUNTED COALMONT HOTEL

 The Coalmont General Store was opened in January
of 1912.
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Despite the efforts of over 200 rescue
workers, only one man survived with serious injuries.
J. Porchella, happened to be near the entrance to the
shaft when he heard the explosion. He dropped to the
ground then started to crawl the wrong way but
discovered his error and made his way out suffering a
severe scalp wound.

Harry Vaton, who was on shift that fatal day,
had a miraculous escape. His infant son was critically ill
and he was called from the mine only an hour before the
disaster.

The bodies of the others were recovered over
next several weeks. Amongst the dead were three sets of
brothers. A large amount of money was raised from
people all over the province and beyond to help the
families that had lost their breadwinner.

After that the coal business declined and
Coalmont's population was already down to 100 when
the mine closed in 1940. Most people abandoned their
homes leaving a silence to descend upon the town but
Coalmont continued to struggle long along after that
while Blakeburn was abandoned and soon became a
ghost town. Gone went the wooden boardwalks and
most of the original buildings. One lone store remained
for many years but closed on the last weekend of
September, 1988. With it went the post office. On May
9, 1989 the last train ran.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops, drive to
Merritt then take the Coquihalla connector towards
Kelowna. Take the Princeton exit and from Princeton
follow the signs to Coalmont.

 The Coalmont Hotel is amongst some of the locations in the town reported to be haunted. It is particularly well known for ghostly
sounds and apparitional experiences. The third floor, which has been boarded up for years, is indeed spooky by anybody's standards
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 Hattie McBride was laid to rest in the Granite City Cemetery. Her grave has recently been restored by local Chris Goodfellow and
is one of the most prestigious in the cemetery.

The Ghost of Hattie McBride
Over the years, Coalmont has become a ghost town in more ways than one. Strange and seemingly unnatural

occurrences are not unusual in this area. Amongst the former residents to haunt the town is the notorious Hattie McBride
whose ghost is considered the most identifiable of the Coalmont ghosts.

Madam Hattie was the victim of Coalmont’s first murder which took place on the end of Main Street in November
of 1920. A proud member of the world’s oldest profession, Haddie purchased a plot of land at the east end of Main Street in
1912, where she lived in a small cabin. She was a wealthy woman at the time of her death when she was found in the
remains of her burned home. Despite the fact there was no question about foul play being involved; the police did not
investigate her murder despite ample evidence and suspects simply because of her profession.

This incensed the residents of Coalmont who attended her funeral at the Granite Creek Cemetery in large numbers
to pay their respects. As a result of her murder, terrified Coalmont residents demanded, and received, their first police
officer.

Today while Haddie rests in one of the most prestigious graves in the cemetery, the remains of her house are
buried under a pile of lumber on the north side of the east end of Main Street. Some residents and visitors report an eerie
feeling when approaching the vicinity and claim they are sometimes able to catch a faint wisp of her perfume in the air and
hear the clicking of her heels down the no longer existent moonlit boardwalks.
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If you love gas station memorabilia, you need
to visit Jim’s Ford Corral Museum. Jim moved to the
Shuswap area from Newfoundland and became
passionate about preserving the history of the area
through collecting memorabilia and antiques. In the past
11 years he has transformed his backyard into trip down
memory lane with his large collection of gas station
memorabilia, old cars, toys, bikes, you name it. He
constructed a number of old-fashioned buildings out of
old wood to house his collection and to give visitors the
feeling they are stepping back in time into an old
country store. Back in the days when small
communities like Sorrento only had one store, it was the
place where people would buy everything from a tub of
lard and a jug of wine to a lantern and meat grinder.

When I visited his place with two of my
friends, we felt like we were on an episode of Canadian
Pickers. Jim brought us through his collection pointing
out items of interest and teaching us some history of the
area through the objects. He has a gas pump from
Home, a gas company that operated exclusively in
British Columbia in the late 30’s until they were bought
out in the 1980’s by Esso.

Jim has a large collection of Esso and Imperial
signs, pumps and other memorabilia. While pointing
out the items he explained that Imperial Oil was only in
Canada and Esso was a brand of gas they sold then
eventually they changed their name to Esso.

He also has a few complete
sets of Jello wheels from the late
1960’s. These disks had pictures on
them and were the size of a loonie.

One disk came in each package of Jello and
there were 200 disks in a set. Kids traded them in an
effort to obtain a complete set much like they do with
pogs today.

Another item of interest was a ball point pen
vending machine. The first ball point pen went on sale
at Gimbels Department store in New York on October
29th 1945 for $9.75 USD. As they became popular, the
price went down and they were sold for as little as 5
cents a pen in vending machines.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops, head East
on the Trans Canada Highway until you reach Sorrento
and turn left onto Notch Hill Road, which you stay right
on as it turns onto Davies road. Drive over the railway
tracks and down the road until you see a 30 foot Texaco
Sigh and a 40 foot windmill at 1822 Davies Road. The
museum is open Friday, Saturday and Sunday during the
summer months from 10 am to 5 pm. You may want to
call in advance 250-835-8439.

STROLL DOWN MEMORY LANE IN
JIM’S BACKYARD MUSEUM

 The museum has plenty of old gas pumps on display.
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When travelling on the Trans Canada
Highway to Calgary, you have no doubt noticed the sign
for the Spiral Tunnels but have you ever stopped to see
what they are?

Opened on September 1, 1909 the Spiral
Tunnels were the CPR’s solution to the problem of the
Big Hill – an ascent of 1070 feet in the space of 10 miles
that challenged the rail line. Before the tunnels, steam
engines inched their way up the treacherously steep
track then risked the nightmare of coming back down.
Wrecks and runaway trains were common place in those
days. In fact, the first train to attempt the hill in 1884
derailed, tragically killing three workers. In an effort to
improve safety, 3 spur lines were created to divert
runaway trains

Vancouver engineering firm McaDonnell,
Gzowski and Company were tasked with designing the
tunnels which were built at a cost of about 1.5 million
dollars. Two tunnels were driven in three-quarter circles
into the valley walls.

The upper one was about 1000 yards in length
while the lower one was a few yards shorter. It took 20
months, 1000 men and 75 carloads of dynamite to
complete. After 25 years of use the former track was
abandoned and parts of it later became the Trans Canada
Highway.

HOW TO GET THERE - From the viewpoint 7.4 km
east of Field on the Trans-Canada Highway, you can see
the Lower Spiral Tunnel in Mt. Ogden.

TAKE A HISTORY BREAK AT
THE SPIRAL TUNNELS

 If you catch it at the right time you can actually see the train going through both tunnels at the same time.
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 Some visitors stop at the Spiral Tunnels to read up on the history of the CPR and the creation of the tunnels.
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The 1.8 km Loop Brook Trail weaves through
stone pillars that at one time carried the Canadian
Pacific Railway trestle across the creek and back again.
These loops which contained curves equal to several
complete circles were required in the early days of the
railway to allow the steam locomotives to climb the
Rogers Pass at a reasonable grade.

The creek was first bridged in 1885 then in
1908 the original wooden trestles were replaced by steel
spans that rested on the stone pillars. In 1916, C.P.R.
abandoned this part of its line but left the pillars
standing as monuments to our pioneers.

At the east end of the trail you will find the
1885 trail - a gentle 3.8 km uphill climb that follows the
original rail line to Glacier House – the first center of
alpinism in North America..

In 1886, the Glacier House located near the
Illecillewaet Glacier opened to guests marking the
beginning of Alpine Tourism in North America.
Europeans flocked to the few chalet rooms and one
sleeper car that accommodated the first guests. Over
time, the Canadian Pacific staff and wilderness guides
built climbers' cabins, teahouses and many of the hiking
trails that still exist in Glacier National Park.

WIND YOUR WAY THROUGH THE
LOOP BROOK LOOP

In 1916,
Connaught Tunnel was
built which bypassed the
Glacier House site.
Because of this the
number of visitors
declined and in 1926, the
hotel was closed and in
1929 it was demolished
leaving the once popular
Illecillewaet Glacier
virtually unvisited for
over thirty years.

 A bridge crosses Loop
Brook Creek beside one of
the stone columns. These
pillars are among the oldest
surviving man-made
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In 1962, the new Trans Canada Highway was
completed and its route closely followed that of the
original CPR line and once again, Illecillewaet Glacier
was connected with a major transportation route. Parks
Canada began to improve facilities at the glacier; a new
campground was opened and new trails were
constructed giving access to the glacier. The glacier
however is now located significantly farther away than
it was back in the day due to the glacier’s retreat. The
latter half of the century saw more glaciological studies
as the glacier's retreat became more pronounced.

These pillars are among the
oldest surviving man-made
structures in western Canada.

HOW TO GET THERE – Located about 85 km West
of Golden, the Loop Brook Trail and campground are
part of Glacier National Park.

 A sketch of what the rail line would have looked like when it was in operation.

 A map shows the loop where the railway once passed
over Loop Brook Creek via the stone columns.
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There is nothing more mood elevating than a
peaceful drive through snow capped mountains past
countless waterfalls, streams and open meadows with
many a wildlife sighting. A dirve through the three
infamous passes: Eagle Pass Rogers Pass and Kicking
Horse Pass on the Trans Canada Highway never
disappoints.

The vital gateways for travel across the
Columbia Mountains and the Rockies between
Revelstoke and Field was first used by the railway then
joined by the highway. The route crosses through
Glacier, Yoho and Revelstoke National Parks which
represent Canada’s earliest efforts to preserve our
natural beauty. They are the second, third and seventh
national parks.

The drive also passes through three National
Historic Sites: Rogers Pass and Kicking Horse Pass and
the Twin Falls Tea House.

ROGERS PASS - In April 1881 Major Albert
Bowman Rogers was hired by the CPR to find the pass
through the unexplored Selkirk Mountains with the
promise of having the pass named after him along with a
$5000 bonus.

Satisfied with Rogers’s findings, CPR
constructed a railway over the pass during the summer
of 1885. Over 6.4 km of snowsheds were built to protect
trains, trackage and workmen from avalanches as the
area, which reaches an elevation of 1,330 meters,
receives up to 15 m of snow.

After much damage and loss of life from
avalanches, the 8 km Connaught Tunnel was pushed
through below the pass in 1916 leaving the Rogers Pass
virtually unvisited until TRANS-CANADA HIGHWAY
opened over the pass 1962.

KICKING HORSE PASS - Designated a National
Historic Site in 1971, Kicking Horse Pass, which is the
highest point on the Canadian Pacific Railway, at an
elevation of 1,627 meters, played an important role in
connecting Canada.

DRIVE THE MOST
SCENIC HIGHWAY IN HISTORY

 Major Albert Bowmann Rogers discovered the pass that
bears his name.
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First explored by Europeans in 1858 by the
Palliser Expedition led by Captain John Palliser it was
the route that Walter Moberly recommended when hired
by the CPR in 1871 to secure a route for the railway

The designation recognized the heritage
values of geology and earth history, exploration and
transportation history, and scenic and recreational
values.

TWIN FALLS TEA HOUSE – The Twin
Falls Tea House National Historic Site of Canada plaque
states: This charming tea house is a well-preserved
example of rustic design in Canada’s national parks.
The Canadian Pacific Railway constructed the building
in stages, beginning around 1908 with a one-storey
cabin for patrons taking backcountry tours. In about
1923, the company added a two-storey structure to
create a larger and more attractive chalet. Skillfully

 The drive from Revelstoke to Field on the Trans Canada Highway is one of the most scenic drives in the world.

DID YOU KNOW? In 1887 Albert Bowman Rogers had a second pass named
for him in Montana
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crafted, the enormous logs enhance the building’s rustic
character. The chalet remains a vivid reminder of the
early days of hiking, mountaineering, and trail riding in
the national parks.

Today the tea house is owned by the Parks
Canada Agency, and is operated on a seasonal basis by
the holder of the licence of occupation, Fran
Drummond, who has been running the tea house since
the early 1960s.

Located in Yoho National Park near Field, the
tea house is reached by a gentle 16.4 kilometre (6-hour)
round trip hike. The trailhead starts at the end of Yoho
Valley Road near Takakkaw Falls and the path follows
Yoho River.

Amongst the many stops along the highway
are the Summit Rest Stop and the Rogers Pass
Discovery Center

ROGER PASS SUMMIT– A rest stop at the
summit of the Rogers Pass provides visitors with not
only bathrooms and picnic tables, but also a short
history lesson through the monuments on display. The
double arch monument commemorates the ceremonial
opening of the Trans-Canada Highway on September
3rd, 1962 by then Prime Minister of Canada John G.
Diefenbaker. The major arch symbolizes confederation
while the minor arch represents the transportation
services supporting it.

 Rogers Pass Discovery Center is a great place to learn about the history of Rogers Pass.
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The three walls are symbolic of the three
oceans by which Canada is bounded: the Arctic, the
Atlantic and the Pacific.

A stone monument commemorates the official
opening of the Roger’s Pass Route of the Trans Canada
Highway on July 20, 1962.

The Rogers Pass Memory Garden was created
as a monument in honour of all those who have toiled
and sacrifices to keep Rogers Pass open for safe travel.
Six sheets of steel arranged like Japanese screens create
a triangle that represents the avalanche of 1910.
Canada’s worst avalanche disaster killed 58 men
clearing a railway line near the summit. The metal
relief’s represent the 5 pivotal themes in the
transportation history of the pass: Railway Pathfinders,
Railway Builders, Highway Engineers, Highway
Keepers and the 1910 Avalanche Disaster.

The names of the men who died in the
avalanche are carved into a stone plaque and mounted
on the monument alongside the brass Memory Bell that
once belonged to a 1907 steam engine that once
travelled this pass. The most interesting display is the
105mm Howitzer used by the Canadian Military for
avalanche control in the winter to prevent another
avalanche disaster. Today most of the rail line passes
underground but highway remains mostly exposed with
the exception of a number of avalanche sheds.

ROGERS PASS DISCOVERY
CENTER – To dig deeper into the history of the
Rogers Pass you will want to check out the Rogers Pass
Discovery Center located just past the summit rest stop.
You can also purchase a park passes here.

 A rest stop at the summit of Rogers Pass contains bathroom facilities, picnic tables and some monuments to the construction
and maintenance of the highway.
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A stroll through the history of British
Columbia would not be complete without a visit to our
most famous ghost town. Preserved as a historic town
Barkerville was the main town of the Cariboo Gold
Rush in British Columbia, Canada. Once the largest city
north of San Francisco and west of Chicago, Barkerville
was named after Billy Barker from Cambridgeshire,
England, who was one of the first gold at the location in
1861. His claim at 2,350 pound of gold was the richest
and most famous.

The gold rush town went from consisting only
of makeshift cabins and tents to having a population of
approximately 5,000 by the mid 1860’s. It had several
general stores and boarding houses, a drugstore, a
barbershop, a Restaurant and Salon, and a theatre.

The Chinese played an important role in
Barkerville life for almost a hundred years establishing a
number of businesses, including the Kwong Lee
Company, a general store that sold groceries, clothing,
hardware, and mining tools.

The Chinese community also built cabins for
Chinese miners, who shared four or five to a cabin and a
nursing home to take care of their elderly. Chinese
benevolent associations provided social services to their
community, and resolved disputes within the community
without the use of the provincial court system.

Today, Barkerville’s Chinatown has the
largest collection of pre-railway Chinese buildings in
North America and one of the largest Chinese archival
collections in Canada

.

FOLLOW THE CARIBOU GOLD
RUSH TRAIL TO BARKERVILLE

 While strolling through Barkerville’s Main Street it is not uncommon to see actors dressed in period costumes.
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On September 16, 1868, a fire nearly
destroyed the town of Barkerville. Amazingly, no one
was killed despite the rapid pace at which the wooden
buildings burned to the ground. Much like the great fire
of London, the rebuilding process gave Barkerville the
opportunity to reorganize and plan the town. Rebuilding
began immediately and within six weeks, ninety
buildings had been rebuilt. Barkerville’s main street was
widened, buildings were arranged in a more organized
manner, and a town-wide boardwalk was built to help
residents get around during spring floods.

By the end of the century Barkerville's
population was declining with the exception of a brief
revival in the 1930’s during the Great Depression when
the price of gold skyrocketed. The decline of mining
activity reduced the town to a small village and by the
1950’s concerns about the future of Barkerville began to
surface. In 1958 an organized campaign supported by
the Wells Historical Society, concerned local residents,
and local politicians resulted in Barkerville’s
designation as a heritage site. This paved the road for
modern day Barkerville which is run by the Barkerville
Heritage Trust, with assistance by the Friends of
Barkerville.

With over 100 heritage structures still
standing in the spot on which they were built,
Barkerville is a unique example of a gold rush town. In
addition, there are two historic cemeteries and 187000
precious objects and photographs in the museum
collection. Today visitors can stroll through the well
preserved town and literally step back in time and
experience life during the gold rush through interactive
theatre and activities. Such regular shows and activities
include:

 Court Sessions at the Methodist Church
 The Waterwheel Show
 Schoolhouse Lessons
 Historical Tour of Chinatown
 The McGinley Family Troupe Musical Revue
 Cemetery Tour
 Gold-Panning Lessons
 Stagecoach Rides
 Shows at the Theatre

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops head to
Cache Creek and take Highway #97 North. Follow
#97 through Clinton, 100 Mile House, and
Williams Lake to Quesnel. Turn right onto
highway #26 and follow it to the end.

 An actor portrays Judge Begbie in one of the regular court
session held at the Methodist Church. Known as the
“Hanging Judge” At age 39, Matthew Begbie who was
originally from England was appointed as Judge of the new
colony of British Columbia. The travelling judge was given
his nickname only after his death in 1894. He was known as a
stern yet fair judge who only ever gave the death sentence to
two residents of Barkerville.
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In 1980, a man dressed in white robes arrived
at Vidette Lake in Deadman Valley claiming to have
found the Center of the Universe. The apprentice monk
from San Francisco had been sent there by his master
teacher who had pointed to a location on a map claiming
it to be the spot. The apprentice conducted a series of
tests which produced positive results thus clearing the
way for his Master Teacher’s visit. Along with his
entourage of followers, the Master completed his tests
proclaiming the top of a grassy knoll overlooking
Vidette Lake to be the real deal. Monks believe that the
Center of the Universe is an area where power lines
intersect and one can find peace, or get centered.

The grassy knoll, which is part of the privately
owned Vidette Lake Resort, is now a place of
pilgrimage for Buddhists around the world. However,
the Buddhists are not the first to recognize the healing
powers of this location. This has been a sacred place for
First Nations people in the area for hundreds of years.

According to caretaker Ray Stad, there is a
significant amount of electromagnetic energy in the area
which is most likely a result of the high mineral content.
Following the gold rushes in the Fraser River and in the
Cariboo, there was a flurry of exploration and gold
panning throughout the area. Gold, silver and copper
veins were known to prospectors as early as 1898.

AN ABANDONED MINE AT THE
CENTER OF THE UNIVERSE

 It is customary to circle the portal stone clockwise 5 times when entering the sacred site and 5 times counterclockwise
when leaving the site.
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However, it was not until the winter of 1931
when more extensive surveying was done by an
American geologist who employed seven men at Vidette
Lake and confirmed the presence of gold-bearing quartz
veins. By 1932 equipment and supplies were shipped in
and a portable sawmill was set up to provide lumber for
above and below ground construction.

By 1934, a town site with log huts surrounded
the mine site, which consisted of a two-storey
bunkhouse with electric lights, flushing toilets and
showers and a cookhouse.

Over 125 men were employed and
with their families, the town site grew
quickly to a village. It operated during the
Great Depression making a significant
economic impact on the region.

The payroll at the mine was about $75,000 a
year, in 1934 dollars. At that time, workers were paid
about $0.50 per hour working 8 hours a day, 6 days a
week. Workers could stay and be fed at the company-
owned bunkhouse for $1.25 per day. Medical plans and
dentistry were also available. The village continued to
develop over the 6 years that the mine ran in full
operation. During those years the mine covered 5 miles
of tunnels, including one under the lake. The company
built 17 km of roads and about 28,000 ounces of gold
was extracted and shipped. Mine operations reduced
capacity in 1938 and with the onset of World War II in
1939 along with dwindling ores, the mine closed down
and the surrounding village was eventually abandoned.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops travel west
on Hwy 97 and after 50 km turn right on Deadman
Creek Road. Follow this road for 50km and you are at
Vidette Lake Gold Mine Resort. For more information
visit www.videttelake.com or call 1-866-Vidette.
Be sure to book your visit ahead of time to ensure the
owners are there.

 Top: Vidette Lake Resort caretaker Ray Stad
explores one of the abandoned mine shafts. Bottom: A

Tibetan prayer flag blows in the wind at the site.
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Built in 1915 on a site to the west of where it
stands today, the Langley Station’s design was one of
the Canadian Northern Railways "third class" plans used
by the CN in Western Canada until 1924

In 1918 Canadian Northern became part of
Canadian National, and the CN Station was enlarged to
accommodate larger living quarters for the Station
Agent. From 1918-1929 this agent was Mr. Richard
Charles Simpson.

The Station was used full-time until 1972
when it was reduced to a flag stop. Passenger service
was completely terminated in 1980 and stood empty for
a time.

Then in 1983 it was moved to its present
location on the corner of Mavis Street and Glover Road
in Fort Langley and restored by the Langley Heritage
Society in cooperation with the Township of Langley. It
was designated a Heritage Site on Feb. 27, 1984.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Hope, take the Trans
Canada highway west for 105 km. Follow the 232nd
Street exit north off Highway #1. Drive along 232nd
Street until you reach the stop sign at Glover Road. Turn
right, and continue into Fort Langley. You will see the
station on the left on the corner of Mavis Street and
Glover Road.

BE SURE TO MAKE A STOP AT
THE LANGLEY STATION

 In 1980 passenger service was stopped and a year later the station was declared redundant.
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Captain James Cameron Dun-Waters (1874-
1939) bought a plot of land on Shorts’ Point on the
Okanagan in 1908 and over the next 30 years,
transformed it into a productive farm and impressive
estate.

Named Fintry the small village in central
Scotland where Dun-Waters grew up, Fintry Estate
consisted of a large Manor House where he lived with
his first wife Alice, an octagon-shaped barn where cows
were milked, a large orchard, an innovative power
generation system that harnessed the power of Shorts
Creek and provided electricity to the estate, his own
private telephone system and a packing house.

Having no heirs, Dun-Waters sold the estate
for one dollar to Fairbridge Farm Schools Society, a
philanthropic organization that brought English orphans
to Canada and taught them how to farm.

Guided tours of the House and Octagonal barn
are offered daily during the summer months. Visitors
can discover what life was like for the British Landed
gentry.

HOW TO GET THERE – Fintry Provincial Park is
located approximately 34 kilometres north of Kelowna
and 49 kilometres south of Vernon on the Westside
Road along Okanagan Lake.

LEARN ABOUT GENEROSITY
FROM THE LAIRD OF FINTRY

 Much of the barn complex has been restored by The Friends of Fintry.
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George Simpson, the Governor of the
Hudson’s Bay Company wanted to end the competition
from American ships trading along the coast. He came
up with the idea of building a permanent trading post
along the lower Fraser River. His team began
construction on the fort in August and barely four
months later on November 26, 1827 Fort Langley was
complete.

The fort thrived as a trading post but to sustain
the population living there, they needed to establish a
farm. However poor soil around the original fort led to
farming problems and low crop yields so another farm
was established further away on Langley Prairie. Once
the new farm covered about 12 hectares and required
more time to operate it, it was decided to leave the old
fort, which was in poor condition anyway by this point,
and build a new fort closer to the farm.

In 1839 they built a new fort 2.5 miles away at
what is now the Fort Langley Historical Site. This new
fort burned down shortly after it was built. It was
quickly rebuilt in 1840 and still stands today.

The fort attracted the local Aboriginal people
who traded furs and fish for blankets and other
European goods. Many of the men from the Hudson’s
Bay Company were encouraged to marry aboriginal
women who gave them access to Aboriginal trade
networks and the Aboriginals priority access to
European goods sold at the fort.

When Gold was discovered along the Fraser
River in 1858 everything changed. When over 30,000
miners flooded into the area, Fort Langley suddenly
found itself in the center of a gold rush. Fearing that the
Americans would try to take over the resource rich
region, the British made a bold move.

On November 19, 1858 James
Douglas, the newly-sworn-in Governor
proclaimed the land to be the Colony of
British Columbia.

As an added measure to make it clear to the
incoming Americans that the British were in charge,
Douglas also placed a British warship at the mouth of
the Fraser River requiring hopeful prospectors and
merchants to purchase a license to proceed upriver.

In 1866 the colony merged with the Colony of
Vancouver Island and in 1871, British Columbia
became a province of Canada.

Overtime, business at Fort Langley declined
and the fort was no longer required. To honor its
importance in the story of Canada, it became a national
historic site in 1923 and in 1931 the storehouse (the one-
remaining original building onsite) was opened to the
public.

FORT LANGLEY THE BIRTHPLACE
OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

 The white building in the forefront is the storehouse.
Built in the 1840’s, it is the only remaining original

building on the site.
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Starting in the 1950’s, many new buildings
were added to restore the original atmosphere to the fort.

Some of the re-created buildings include:
 Big House – Home to the fort’s managers, the

building was re-created in 1958 to celebrate the
centennial of the declaration of the Colony of
British Columbia.

 Cooperage – This is where the coopers built the
barrels that were used to ship salmon, cranberries,
farm produce and other goods.

 Bastion Gallery – The bastions and palisade walls
were built to protect the fort. The gallery provided
a great lookout post.

 Fur Press – This press shows visitors how fur was
compressed before being shipped to London.

 Depot – This is where goods awaiting shipment
were stored. Upstairs was a store that sold supplies
to employees and later on to the flood of miners.

 Blacksmith – Blacksmiths forged iron tools to
trade with the Aboriginals. The iron hardware was
also used at the fort and other HBC posts.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Hope, take the Trans
Canada highway west for 105 km. Follow the 232nd
Street exit north off Highway #1. Fort Langley National
Historic Site is just 6 km north of the highway. Follow
the "beaver" signs along 232nd Street until you reach
the stop sign at Glover Road. Turn right, and continue
into the village of Fort Langley. Turn right on Mavis
Avenue at the flashing lights, just before the railway
tracks. The parking lot is located at the end of the street.

 The bastions and palisade walls were built to protect the fort. The gallery was used as a watchtower.
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In 1864, during the gold rush on nearby Wild
Horse Creek, John Galbraith set up a ferry across the
Kootenay River. It was the only ferry within several
hundred miles allowing Mr. Galbraith to charge high
prices to cross earning his family a lucrative income.
Some buildings began to spring up around his ferry
office and the area became known as Galbraith’s Ferry.
The ferry ran until1888 when it was replaced with a
bridge.

With the completion of the Canadian Pacific
Railway to Golden, a new group of settlers and
prospectors were attracted to the area and with them
came the inevitable land disputes with the Ktunaxa First
Nation people.

Tensions peaked in 1887 when Constable
Barnes of the British Columbia Provincial Police
arrested two young members of Cheif Isadore’s band for
the murder of two gold miners. Chief Isadore and 30
armed men broke into the Government Building jail in
Galbraith’s Ferry and released the Ktunaxa prisoners.

Superintendent Samuel B. Steele and 75
members of the North West Mounted Police were sent
to resolve these problems. They established Kootenay
Post - the first post west of the Rockies.

Steele found no real evidence against the two
accused natives and had the charges against them lifted.

After dismissing the criminal
charges against the 2 Ktunaxa men and
mediating the land problems, the NWMP
departed in 1888.

So grateful were the townspeople and First
Nations people for Steele’s resolution of the dispute,
they petitioned the Dominion Government to change the
name of the town to Fort Steele (despite the fact it was
never in fact a fort).

In the late 1890’s Fort Steele was the heart of
the East Kootenay’s but this changed when the railway
was extended to Cranbrook bypassing Fort Steele. The
town was abandoned as the population moved to
Cranbrook.

To prevent further decay of this historical
town, it was designated a historical site by the BC
Government in 1967 and in 1969 was opened to the
public as the Fort Steele Heritage Town.

HAVE A HISTORICAL
GOOD TIME AT FORT STEELE

 Photo by Great West Emporium featuring Rogue's
Gallery Old Time Photo Parlor
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TOP TEN THINGS TO DO
AT FORT STEELE

1. Meet the colorful characters in period garb that
roam the streets of the 1800’s.

2. Visit the over 60 heritage buildings have been
restored and reconstructed since the site was
designated a Provincial Heritage Site in 1961.

3. Check out the informative displays at the Wasa
Hotel Museum, where you can learn about the
history of Fort Steele, and the people who lived
there.

4. Go for a 20-minute steam engine ride on the Fort
Steele Railway.

5. Watch the trades demonstrations that take place
throughout the day and learn about the
Blacksmiths, Leather Workers, Tin Smiths and
Dressmakers that once served the town.

6. Dress up in Wild West garb for a photo shoot or
make your own Wild West silent movie at the
Great West Emporium.

7. Take in a live performance at the Wildhorse
Theatre.

8. Have a snack at the City Bakery, lunch at the
International Hotel Restaurant, coffee at the Fort
Steele Café and sample their signature Fort Steele
Cinnamon ice cream at Mrs. Mather’s Ice Cream
Parlour.

9. Take a stroll through the Heritage Gardens located
throughout the town and learn about the importance
of home grown food.

10. Go for a wagon ride pulled by a team of Clydesdale
horses.

HOW TO GET THERE – Fort Steele is located 16 km
northeast of Cranbrook at 9851 Highway 93/95. For
more information and to find out their hours of
operation visit www.fortstelle.ca .

 Some of the buildings at Fort Steele are originals while
others are recreations.
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The first homesteaders in what is now Wells
Gray Park were John Ray in 1911 at The Horseshoe,
who was given land by the Canim Lake Band, and
Michael Majerus in 1912 on the Murtle River near
Dawson Falls. Both cleared land, built cabins and
established isolated lifestyles far from other people

John Ray, a pioneer trapper and farmer lived
at the Ray’s Farm Homestead from 1911 to 1947. In
1932 he married Alice Ludtke and they raised their three
children, Nancy, Douglas and Robert here in the
wilderness.

.

Ray and his family were among the very few
settlers who made their living in the isolation of the
North Thompson Valley. Remarkably self-sufficient in
this wilderness setting, they kept livestock, maintained a
garden and harvested and preserved food supplies for
the winter.

The historic farm complex consists of the
remains of a one-storey, square, four-roomed dwelling
constructed of logs, the meadow, adjacent cabin, small
outbuildings, gravesite, fence remains and mineral
spring – a natural source of water for the farm.

CHECK OUT AN OLD
HOMESTEAD AT RAY’S FARM

 Honza, a visitor from the Czech Republic admires the mineral spring on the homestead property.



87

Although it has begun to deteriorate, the
building is still important aesthetically for its
construction materials, its design and attention to detail.
Built from uniform square cedar finished logs laid
horizontally and filled with plaster, the walls are joined
by accurately fitted, self-locking mortised joints.

The house has four-paned cedar window
openings. The steeply-pitched pyramidal wood shingle
roof was built to handle the heavy snow loads. It was
supported by four cedar corner posts with aspen rafters.

Since he didn’t have access to a Home Depot,
John Ray made effective use of the local materials at
hand, as the journey to Clearwater, the nearest
settlement, was a trip of two to three days over pack
trails.

Not only is the Ray Farm of great historical
interest, it is also one of the best areas in the park for
viewing wildlife. Birds such as hawks and flickers, and
animals including bear, mule deer, moose and coyotes
make use of the site, while bats and barn swallows can
be found inside the abandoned structure.

FUN BAT FACTS
 A small colony of bats can eat over

one ton of insects in one year, or more
than 600 million bugs.

 A single bat can eat more than 600
bugs in one hour, which is like a
person eating 20 pizzas a night.

HOW TO GET THERE – Drive to Clearwater, BC
approximately 1.5 hours from Kamloops (heading
towards Jasper) and stop at the Wells Gray Park Info-
Centre to pick up a free park map. The Ray’s Farm head
is on the Clearwater Valley Road and is clearly posted.
The first part of the trail is on an abandoned road. For
more information visit www.wellsgray.ca or call 250
674 3334.

 The Constructed in 1940, the Ray Farm Residence is
important for its historical, aesthetic and interpretive

values.
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Next time you drive across the Alexandra
Bridge in the Fraser Canyon, stop at the Alexandra
Bridge Provincial Park and learn about its predecessors.

The original Alexandra Bridge named after
Princess Alexandra of Wales was constructed in 1861
by Joseph Trutch, the Commissioner of Public Works
for the Colony of British Columbia as part of the
development for the Cariboo Road. Built using native
and Chinese labour, Trutch contracted the job privately
and built a toll for remuneration.

Destroyed by Fraser Flood of 1894, the
remains of the original bridge were dismantled in 1912
but the bridge was not rebuilt as the Cariboo Road had
been abandoned as a result of the Canadian Pacific
Railway opened in the 1880’s.

With the dawn of the automotive area came a
renewed interest in road construction and the Fraser
Canyon’ re-opened to road traffic in the 1920’s with the
new Cariboo Highway. In 1926, a new Alexandra
suspension bridge was built on the original footings and
still exists today although it was closed to automobile
traffic in 1964. The new Alexandra Bridge was
completed by the Ministry of Highways in 1964.
Lovated two kilometers downstream of the original, it
uses a high truss-arch span the cross the canyon.

HOW TO GET THERE – Alexandra Bridge
Provincial Park is located in the Fraser Canyon
approximately two kilometres north of Spuzzum and 40
kilometres north of Hope on the Trans Canada Highway.

STROLL ACROSS THE
HISTORIC ALEXANDRA BRIDGE

 The current Alexandra Bridge was built in 1926 but ceased being used for automobile traffic in 1964.
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Today only the remnants of this legendary tree
stand adjacent to the grave of the man that once hung
from it. On November 24th, 1863 the hanging of
William Armitage was carried out. He had been
convicted for the murder of Thomas Clegg by a Grand
Jury Trial in Lillooet on October 15th, 1863 and was
sentenced to hang by Justice Mathew Baillie Begbie, the
infamous “Hanging Judge”.

The story continues that of the people hung
from the tree that their remains were buried under the
Chinese Rock Pilings.

These pilings were left by the Chinese people
who came prospecting for gold on the Fraser River.
They would wash the rocks and inspect them then neatly
pile up the discarded rocks on the shore.

HOW TO GET THERE – Once in the community of
Lillooet, travel down Main Street to 7th Avenue. Turn
onto 7th avenue which turns onto Russell Lane. Keep an
eye out for the information sign and the main Chinese
Rock Piling on your right. Located just up the street is
Cayoosh park where the Hangman's Tree is located.

HANG OUT AT LILLOOET’S
LEGENDARY HANGMAN’S TREE

 Remnants of the legendary hangman’s tree stand adjacent to the grave of the man who was hung on it.
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The town of North Bend was founded during
construction of the Canadian Pacific Railway housing
railway workers and company offices. It prospered until
the era of highway travel when it became isolated until a
ferry across the river was built to connect it to the
highway

Built at a cost of $20,000, the North Bend
Ferry was opened on March 15th, 1940 replacing the
rowboat that once crossed the Fraser River transporting
mail and passengers between Boston Bar and North
Bend.

The steel-caged ferry was suspended on 1200
feet cables 90 feet above low water, weighed 9 tons and
could carry a 3-ton vehicle or 40 passengers. At first the
ferry cost 25 cents per car, 5 cents per passenger and
children could ride for free then in later years the ferry
was considered part of the highway and the tolls were
removed.

In the ferry’s 45 years of service it carried
6,092,434 passengers and drivers and 2,037,579
vehicles in 1,610,789 round trip (3 minutes each way)
all without accident.

The ferry (which was costing the province
$300,000 per annum to operate) has since been
replaced by a $6-million highway bridge built to
expedite logging operations on the east bank of the
Fraser in that area. The Nine Mile Bridge was officially
opened in the fall of 1958.

Wanting to preserve this precious piece of
Fraser Canyon history, the community created a rest
stop around the old ferry where people can stop for a
picnic and learn about its history.

HOW TO GET THERE – North Bend is an
unincorporated community in the Fraser Canyon,
located across the river from Boston Bar.

STOP FOR A PICNIC AT THE OLD
NORTH BEND FERRY

 Left: The North Bend Ferry today. Right: The ferry back when it was in operation.
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In 1862 C.F. & H.P. Cornwall developed
Ashcroft Manor with a ranch, grist mill and saw mills,
to supply the Cariboo miners. The brothers were both
graduates of Cambridge University and arrived in BC in
1862.

Clement Cornwall was a barrister-at-law, and
appointed member for Yale, Hope and Lytton in the
Legislative Council of BC in 1864. After Confederation,
he was appointed to the Senate in Ottawa becoming one
of BC’s first Senators and in 1881 became Lieutenant
Governor of BC. The manor house was destroyed by
fire in 1943 but the roadhouse is still standing

In the heyday Ashcroft Manor was one of the
centers of British-style country life in the Interior of BC
and was famous for its fox-hunting parties and race
horses drawing the early high society to these and other
entertainments.

Today the manor is a museum and tea house
that serves lunch.

HOW TO GET THERE – The Ashcroft Manor is
located on the Trans-Canada Hwy #1, at the junction for
southern cutoff from the highway to the town of
Ashcroft below on the Thompson River.

HAVE A CUP OF TEA AT THE
ASHCROFT MANOR

 The manor house was destroyed by fire in 1943, but the road house survives.
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Early Saturday morning on January 9th 1965,
an enormous landslide descended into the Nicolum
Creek Valley destroying about 3 kilometres of the
Hope-Princeton Highway and killing four people.

Triggered by a minor earthquake, the slide
brought more than 46 million cubic meters of earth, rock
and snow crashing down into the valley filling it with
debris 70 meters thick in places and completely burying
Outram Lake.

Prior to the landslide, a small avalanche had
forced four people in three vehicles to stop a few miles
southeast of Hope below Johnson Peak. As they
contemplated waiting for clearing crews or turning
around, a second slide occurred.

They were all caught in a wave of mud which
swept back into the valley and killed them all; two of the
bodies were never recovered and remain entombed in
the debris.

A Greyhound bus traveling to Hope was
stopped just before the slide. The driver turned back and
was credited with saving his passengers from a tragedy

The Hope Slide is Canada’s Largest Recorded
Landslide even beating out the massive Frank Slide in
Alberta.

HOW TO GET THERE – The Hope Slide Rest Stop is
located on the Hope-Princeton Highway about 20
minutes outside of Hope.

WITNESS CANADA’S LARGEST
LANDSLIDE NEAR HOPE

 The Hope Slide is Canada’s Largest Recorded Landslide.
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Next time you drive by Yale, be sure to stop
into the Yale Historic Site and check out their every
growing tent city.

Their display called Yale – A Living History
‘Tent City’ takes you back to the early days of the 1858
Fraser River Gold Rush when tent cities housing
business establishments sprung up overnight to serve the
thousands of miners heading into the gold fields on the
lower Fraser Valley River. There were tent chapels, tent
dentist offices, tent saloons, you name it they built a tent
for it!

Step back in time and stroll the boardwalk and
check out the goods for sale in the General Store.
Maybe swagger into the Saloon for an ice cold root beer
or a game of poker.

Learn what life was like for the thousands of
Chinese railway worker in the Chinese Boarding House
and Bath house or try your hand at gold panning and
‘strike it rich’!

The museum also boasts The Ward Tea
House, serving sweets, coffee and tea; St John the
Divine Church built in 1863; The Creighton House built
in the 1870’s which houses the museum and the Cedar
Root Basketry which is a collection of handmade
baskets.

HOW TO GET THERE – The Yale Historic Site is
located at 31187 Douglas Street, Box 74, Yale, BC. For
more information visit their website at
www.historicyale.ca

LEARN ABOUT PIONEER TENT
CITIES IN HISTORIC YALE

 A boardwalk runs in front of the line of tents that make up the tent city.
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Did you know that the bridge on Highway 99
that crosses the Fraser River into the town of Lillooet is
called the Bridge of 23 Camels?

Before the bridge officially opened in 1981, a
contest was held to select a name. Local resident, Renee
Chipman submitted the winning name in honour of
those original camels.

After you cross the bridge you will see a
pyramid shaped memorial with a plaque that gives a
brief explanation of how these camels played a rather
odd role in our Gold Rush history.

On March 1, 1862, an advertisement ran in the
Victoria Colonist offering camels for sale. The camels
were being sold by a San Francisco merchant, Otto
Esche, who was probably inspired by the US Army
Camel Corps. Camels had worked in Arizona for rail
construction and as pack animals during the California
Gold Rush. On March 15, the Colonist reported that
Lillooet man, John Calbreath had purchased 23 of these
animals for $300 a head and was planning to use them
on the Old Cariboo Road to freight goods from Lillooet
to Alexandria.

CROSS THE BRIDGE OF 23
CAMELS INTO LILLOOET

 A car crosses the Bridge of the 23 Camels as it leaves the town of Lillooet.
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The camels arrived in Victoria on April 15 on
the steamship Hermann remaining in the city until May
4. They and were the subject of much local interest.
One baby camel was born during their stay, and another
escaped with its mother into the wilds of Vancouver
Island.

The others were loaded onto a barge and
towed by William Moore's Flying Dutchman to New
Westminster and on to Port Douglas. By the middle of
May they were working on the Pemberton Portage on
the Douglas Road and by the 24 of May they were on
their way to Lillooet to work closer to the gold fields.

At first, the camels seemed to be performing
well. They could carry up to 500-600 pounds (twice that
of mules) and they were good foragers. However, their
soft feet were easily torn up by the harsh terrain of the
Cariboo Road and canvas boots had to be made for
them.

By the end of June, the first camel train had
left Lillooet for Alexandria and the papers reported the
one camel was killed when it slid off a cliff into the
Pavilion Creek. Other reports came in, mostly
complaints from the stagecoach drivers and miners.
Stage horses were terrified at the very sight of camels
and would bolt when encountering the camels on the
road. Others were not impressed with the camels' varied
diet which included pants, shirts, hats and bars of soap.

One report mentioned Judge Matthew Baillie
Begbie's terrifying experience with the camel train and
how his mount dashed off into the wilderness with the
helpless judge clinging to the saddle.

By October, the Colonist reported that a dozen
camels had survived their first season and were
wintering at Quesnel Forks.

In May 1863, the camels were back at
Lillooet, but after creating more headlines and
occasioning more threats of legal action from outraged
and exasperated stage drivers, Frank Laumeister retired
the camel train for good.

What became of the remaining camels has
always been a subject of much debate. Many were
abandoned by their owners and left to roam in the wild,
some of them died in the winter. Several were taken in
at ranches, either as exotic pets or as working stock,
while another was mistaken for a grizzly bear and shot
by miner, John Morris, who would forever be known as
"Grizzly" Morris.

Unconfirmed camel sightings were
reported all over the Cariboo and Central
British Columbia for decades.

The lone surviving Bactrian camel, “The
Lady” as she was called, died around 1896 on a farm.

HOW TO GET THERE – From Kamloops drive past
Cache Creek and watch for the Lillooet turnoff on the
right. The bridge is located on the highway as you enter
Lillooet.

 A pyramid shaped memorial with a plaque explains the
bridges namesake.


